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Babies of 
the New 
Year are 
here! 



Hindy Krausz holds her baby boy (top photo), un- 
named at press time, who was born at 12:29 am on 
New Year's Day. The timing of his birth, at Long Island 
College Hospital in Cobble Hill, made him the first baby 
born this year in Brownstone Brooklyn. Krausz's son, 
her first baby, tipped the scales at 8-pounds 8-ounces. 
Below, Tomasa Howard holds her baby girl, who was 
born at New York Methodist Hospital in Park Slope at 
5:31 am. Brooklyn's first New Year's baby was born one 
minute after midnight in Coney Island Hospital. For a 
"Tale of the Tape" on The Brooklyn Papers' New Year's 
babies, see page 1 1 . 



THE NEW BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY 

LOTS OF GLASS, 
NOT ENOUGH 
CASH 


A rendering of the proposed Brooklyn Public Library Visual and Performing Arts branch (right) at Flatbush and Lafayette avenues in Fort Greene, next to the proposed Frank 
Gehry-designed Theatre for a New Audience (center). The two buildings would stand next to the Brooklyn Academy of Music's Neo-ltlaianate structure (left). 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The building is clear, but who 
will pay for it remains murky. 

Brooklyn Public Library admitted 
last week that it is struggling to raise 
enough money to build a chic — and 
expensive — Visual and Performing 
Arts Library at Flatbush and 
Lafayette avenues in Fort Greene. 

Designed by architect-of-the-mo- 
ment Enrique Norten, the slinky, all- 
glass, ship-bow-shaped library will 
cost between $70 and $85 million. 

“The biggest question right now is 
where we will find the money to 
build,” said Brooklyn Public Library 
Executive Director Ginnie Cooper. 


To jumpstart the latest fundraising 
campaign, on Tuesday, the library 
had Norten show off tweaks in his 
well-received design to the library’s 
board of trustees. 

The project’s glistening architec- 
tural benchmarks remain, but now 
include more commercial space than 
the prior version, a revision that re- 
flects the need for private sources of 
income to sustain the building’s 

“It is not easy to fund cultural in- 
stitutions,” said Norten, “Not only 
will cafes and shops on the ground 
floor work financially, they will 
bring life to the public space.” 

But they can only do that if it gets 
built — something that appears to be 


in serious doubt. 

“In a perfect world, we are talking 
about building in the next four or 
five years,” said Cooper. “But we 
have to find funding first.” 

Raising money for projects in Down- 
town Brooklyn — even ones attached 
to a brand-name architect — has 
proven tricky. And the fund-raising 
pitch comes as budget cuts have left 
Brooklyn’s neighborhood library 
branches with limited hours and less- 
senior librarians. 

The library has raised just $18 
million of the $85 million it needs to 
build Norten’s design. Roughly $10 
million has come from the city, 
through its financial partnership with 
the BAM Local Development Cor- 


poration, while another $3 million 
was given by the City Council and 
directly from the Bloomberg admin- 
stration. Another $2 million came 
from Albany. 

Part of Norten’s presentation was 
simply to remind the library board of 
the spectacular qualities of the pro- 
posed design. 

But he also showed off the in- 
creased the amount of inside space 
devoted to children and teens. The 
older kids will lord over their own 
wing on an upper-level of the library 
while children will have a large sec- 
tion on the library’s main floor dedi- 
cated to them. The tweaks did little 
to dull the overwhelming enthusiasm 
for Norten’s design. 


“It is very seductive and appeal- 
ing, but you have to ask some hard 
questions about how a project like 
this will be subsidized and sus- 
tained,” said Marilyn Gelber, execu- 
tive director of Independence Com- 
munity Bank Foundation. 

In July, the Foundation gave the 
Library $500,000 towards a new au- 
ditorium and plaza at the main 
branch on Grand Army Plaza. But 
Gelber couldn’t say if more money 
was being earmarked for the sexy 
performance library — and even 
questioned the need for such an eye- 
catching design. 

“How does such a gorgeous de- 
sign contribute to the overall goals of 

See GLASS BUILDING on page 4A 


Weiner: City foolishly losing federal food funds 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The city is refusing valuable welfare 
subsidies while hunger in the city is grow- 
ing, Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-Flatbush) 
charged this week. 

Between July and October, food pantries and 
soup kitchens served 3,550,837 meals across the 
dty — an eight percent spike from the same peri- 
od last year, the congressman reported in a study. 

Weiner, who ran against Mayor Bloomberg 
this fall, blamed city leaders for the swell in 
hunger. On Monday, he slammed city policy- 
makers for failing “to enroll all eligible food 
stamp participants,” a failure, he says, that cost 
New York millions of dollars in available fed- 
eral food assistance. 

According to Weiner, only 33 percent of eli- 
gible Brooklyn residents are registered for food 
stamps, and New York is only one of four 
states that requires food stamp applicants be 


fingerprinted before receiving benefits. “If you took the number of Brooklyn residents 

Weiner’s new year resolution is to introduce living in households where someone is going 
legislation that would help religious and _ hungry or at the brink of hunger, it 

community-based organizations to would be one of the 50 largest 

better assist eligible residents enroll cities in the United States,” said 

for federal aid. coalition Executive Director 

“There is a bureaucracy that is Joel Beig. 

feeding hungry New Yorkers red ' flp Weiner’s findings match 

tape,” added City Councilman ™ what Brooklyn soup kitchens 

Eric Gioia (D-Queens), who are seeing every day. 

sponsored a law making ap- f The borough’s largest 

plications available online food pantry, St. John’s Bread 

and in food pantries. and Life in Bedford-Stuy- 

For the past six years, the Bp vesant, gave away 10,000 more 

number of hungry people in J packaged meals in 2005 than in 

Brooklyn has been drifting I 2004. 

steadily upwards, experts said. The Lewis Street pantry attracts 

Between 1999 and 2004, hundreds of people each morning who 

the percent of Brooklyn resi- stop in for a sack of packaged or hot food 

dents who depend on meals from to take to work. 

the soup kitchens or pantries rose from 12.71 Day laborers fill up before their daily drops 
to 17 percent, according to data gathered by at construction sites. Retail clerks pick up bag 
the Coalition Against Hunger. lunches before their morning shifts, he said. 


The center’s executive director said they’re 
now seeing more working poor people. 

“People with jobs are coming to the food 
pantry for a meal,” said Anthony Butler. 

Last year, a surge in the number of prosper- 
ous residents snapping up homes in Brooklyn 
was seen with every new organic grocery 
store, every discussion about rising rents and 
every overheard conversation about new 
neighbor, “Brokeback Mountain” star Heath 
Ledger. 

But there’s a flip side to that hot market. 

“Rents rise. Costs rise and people make 
choices,” said Butler. “They pay those bills 
first and then deal with how to eat.” 

In 2005, 212,158 Brooklynites received 
food stamps. Many of them still frequent 
community kitchens or pantries. Anti-hunger 
advocates say that in addition to giving these 
benefits to more residents, the city must take 
steps to address the rising cost of living in the 




Employees of La Bagel Delight, at Seventh Avenue and Fifth Street, a store that is featured in the book "Brooklyn Fol- 
lies" by Park Slope resident Paul Auster. From left to right are Marcos Lopez, Hanny Escamilla and Pablo Garcia. 


Auster's Park Slope 


Latest novel set amongst the brownstones 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Who is the B.P.M.? 

Of all the many recognizable denizens 
of Park Slope who make guest appear- 
ances in Paul Auster’s new book, “The 
Brooklyn Follies,” this one character — 
the “Beautiful Perfect Mother” — will 
undoubtedly provoke many a spirited de- 
bate about her identity. 

Everyone knows a Park Slope B.P.M. 
Indeed, aren’t all the moms in Park Slope 
B.P.M.s? In naming this character as he 
did, that is probably Auster’s point. It’s a 
bit of a wink to his neighbors that will 
probably go unrecognized by readers 
outside of Brownstone Brooklyn. 

“[She sat] on the front stoop of her 
building with her two young children, 
waiting for the yellow bus to arrive and 
take them to school,” writes Auster. “She 
was remarkably attractive . . . with long 
black hair and luminous green eyes, but 
what stirred him most about her was the 


way she held and touched her children. 
He had never seen maternal love ex- 
pressed so eloquently or simply, with 
more tenderness or outright joy 
... To watch her sit- 
ting on the front 
steps of her house 
with her arms 
wrapped around those 
two small kids was 
enough to bring a flut- 
ter to an old curmud- 
geon’s heart.” 

The identity of the 
B.P.M. is hidden for sev- 
eral pages of “The Brook- 
lyn Follies,” yet once it is 
revealed, it becomes ho- 
hum. (Her name is Nancy 
Mazzucchelli and she makes 
jewelry in her brownstone 
studio.) Like many other char- 
acters and moods in “The 
Brooklyn Follies,” the B.P.M. 
ultimately becomes one of the numerous 


feints in the book. She ends up not really 
being a major character, but merely win- 
dow dressing for the most 
Brooklyn of Auster’s works. 
Certainly, the 58-year-old 
Sloper has written about New 
York before. The city, in fact, 
is a main character in “The 
New York Trilogy,” and his 
movie, “Smoke,” is set in 
a Park Slope candy store. 
And Auster himself is a 
very recognizable figure 
on Seventh Avenue and 
the focus of substantial 
lust among some read- 


recendy posted on 
the blog, http://onlythe- 
blogknowsbrooklyn.com, which is 
operated by The Brooklyn Papers columist 
See AUSTER on page 7 
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Thank you from Satnick’s! 


O ver the many weeks that we have been running our “lost our 
lease sale,” we have come to realize that the words loyalty, 
honesty, and good old down-to-earth values are not only alive 
and well in the Downtown/Brooklyn Heights area, but thriving. 

So many of our loyal customers and many 
first time buyers have come in and 
expressed their concerns regarding our relo- 
cation: What will we do without you, Mr. 

Satnick? Who will fix our watches? I’m 
afraid to bring my jewelry to anyone else! I 
really don’t trust anyone else to buy my 
diamonds from! I hope you are not leaving 
the Heights, are you? 

We’ve had customers break down and cry, 
while others wish us well. “We won’t let you 
leave Mr. Satnick, we’ll find you a spot,” is 
what one customer said. We’ve experienced so many lovely moments 
over the past 46 years on Court and Joralemon streets that we’ve come 
to think of our clients not only as people who have purchased a special 
gift from us, but as friends... 



Well, we are happy to tell all of our friends, neighbors and soon to be 
first time customers that we have found a new location within a five 
block radius of our old store. 

WE ARE STAYING RIGHT HERE IN BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 
NOWAND FOR MANY, MANY, MANY 
YEARS TO COME! 

With the help of our son Roger, who has 
moved back from Colorado to help us run 
our family business, we’re positive that we 
will be able to give you the service, quality 
and selection that you have come to expect 
from us in the past and far into the future! 

We will be renovating our new location 
during the month of January but our phone 
numbers will stay the same. If you have any 
questions or if we can help you with a jewelry 
or watch problem, please don’t hesitate to call us at (718) 852-1421 or 
(718) 852-9697. 

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND LOOK FOR OUR 
GRAND REOPENING IN THE BEGINNING OF FEBRUARY. 



With warm wishes for a happy and healthy New Year 
Lenore, Hartley, and Roger Satnick 

JEWELS BY SATNICK, LTD. 

(718) 852-1421 (718) 852-9697 




IF OUR GRAND OPENING 
DOESN’T EXCITE YOU, MAY! 
FREE MONEY WILL 



YOUR NEW NEIGHBOR WANTS TO GIVE YOU A $50 GIFT CHEQUE. We’re throwing a little party to celebrate our newest location. Come by 
JANUARY 6-7 for snacks, drinks and a $50 American Express® Gift Cheque with a newly opened Free Checking account when you bring in 
this ad. Plus you can enter to win an Apple® iPod? And if you open a new account, you’ll discover Washington Mutual’s unique, more human 
approach to banking, and all the great features our customers love — Free Checking, free online banking, free online bill pay, and more. 

COURT STREET FINANCIAL CENTER, 66 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 (718) 852-4057 


Q Washington Mutual 

MORE HUMAN INTEREST ' 


one ordered, $1.00. (The amount of the offer will not be cor 


Id. The $50 American 


ES AVAILABLE AT 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Knifed on 
subway for 
a punch he 
never took 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A teenager was slashed 
across his neck on a 
Brooklyn-bound 2 train on 
Dec. 27 after arguing with 
a man who pulled a knife 
on him, police said. 

The attack escalated from a 
verbal dispute, which sparked 
around 11:30 pm as the two 
strangers waited on the same 
subway platform at the Bor- 
ough Hall station, according to 
police. When the train pulled 
into the station, both got on. 

Once aboard, the suspect 
announced, “You look like the 
person who punched me in the 
face,” pulled a knife and 
jumped the 18-year-old victim, 
slashing him in the neck, po- 
lice said. When the train 
pulled into Atlantic Avenue, 
the thug ran off, according to 
two teenage girls who wit- 
nessed the attack. 

Paramedics took the victim 
to Brooklyn Hospital for treat- 

Police are searching for a 
black man, approximately 27, 
6-foot- 1 and 180 pounds, who 
dressed up that day in a black 
overcoat, dark slacks and 
black leather dress shoes. 

Mobile madness 

Cellphone bandits shuck two 
Fulton Sheet shops — just a 
block apart — and scored thou- 
sands of dollars in merchandise 
during separate heists. 

Police said a posse of 
thieves struck an electronics 
store near Jay Sheet just after 
5 pm on Christmas Eve. The 
eight men filled the small 
shop, asking questions and in- 
specting merchandise. During 
the confusion, one man re- 
moved 13 cellphones — rang- 
ing in value from $142 to 
$499 a piece, for a total of 
more than $4,000 — from a 
display case and spirit them 
from the store. 

And sometime between 
7:45 am on Dec. 27 and 9:50 
am on Dec. 28, thieves lifted 
four dozen phones from a va- 
riety store near Gold Street, 
police said. The shop — ironi- 


cally called “Lucky Mobile” 
— lost nearly $2,600 in mo- 
bile phones, including 39 
Boost Mobile devices, five 
Nextel models and a pair of 
V3 Razrs. 

Grains of sorrow 

Burglars helped themselves 
to $10,000 left overnight in the 
cash register of a Washington 
Sheet eatery on Dec. 27, po- 
lice said. 

A 30-year-old employee at 
the ground-level restaurant — 
which specializes in rice and 
curries — said the cash was in 
the drawer at 5:30 pm that 
night. When she checked the 
next day at 10 am, the funds 
were gone, police said. 

The thief left few clues, as 
police found no signs of a 
break-in at the restaurant. 

Robbed at doc 

A trip to the doctor on Dec. 
23 cost one woman in ways 
she never expected. 

Police said the 31 -year-old 
victim’s house was robbed 
while she was sitting at a med- 
ical office on Clinton Sheet 
from 9 am until 1 pm. When 
she got home, she discovered 
her wallet was missing, as 
well as the $1,137 she had 
tucked inside earlier that day, 
police said. 

Deposit snatch 

First, it was time to make 
the donuts. Then, it was time 
to make the deposit. But this 
thief failed at both. 

Police said a worker at a 
popular donut franchise on the 
comer of Atlantic and Fourth 
avenues disappeared on Dec. 
29 with $2,476 in store profits 
she was supposed to deposit 
into the bank. The 20-year-old 
suspect’s supervisor asked her 
to make a bank drop at 2 pm 
that day. 

But the bank never saw the 
cash and the suspect failed to 
return to work that day or the 
next, police said. The woman 
also instructed her family in 
the Bronx to tell anyone at 
work who contacted them that 
they had not seen her. 

Police know who she is and 
expect to bring her in shortly. 


His identity 
stolen, Jersey 
man 'bought' 
B'klyn home 

By Jeffrey Gold 

Associated Press 

TRENTON — Steven Comeau knows the turmoil that 
can be created when someone has enough data to imper- 
sonate you. 

In November 2001, the South Bmnswick man was surprised 
to learn that he was considered the owner of a small apartment 
house in Brooklyn, and was behind on his mortgage payments. 

Comeau also had a $500 balance on a new credit card he never 
asked for and owed $8,000 on three cellphones he didn’t have. 

Like millions of other Americans, Comeau was a victim of 
identity theft. A new state law that took effect Sunday aims to 
crack down on such crimes by allowing residents to freeze access 
to personal credit reports. 

Under the new law, New Jersey residents can control access to 
their own credit reports. Without access to “frozen” reports, an iden- 
tity thief cannot obtain a mortgage or a credit card using someone 
else’s name, even with the victim’s Social Security number. 

Consumers wishing to freeze access to their reports are re- 
quired to inform the credit reporting agencies by overnight or 
certified mail since the letter includes their Social Security num- 
ber. Each agency, Experian, Equifax and TransUnion, requires 
different information in addition to the Social Security number, 
so consumers should contact them before writing. 

The new law also requires businesses of all sizes to destroy 
unneeded consumer records and report security breaches to cus- 
tomers. And Social Security numbers can no longer be used on 
identity badges, membership cards or used to allow the holder to 
gain access to products or services. 

Consumer advocates say New Jersey’s law is among the best 
in the nation, where some believe up to 10 million people a year 
are victimized by identity theft. 

The effects of the crime linger for Comeau. The impersonator 
bought the building with no money down and collected rent in 
cash from tenants. A bank sued Comeau to collect $220,000 on 
the building before he proved he wasn’t the buyer. 

But when Comeau, 46, and his wife were buying a home this 
summer they found the default from Brooklyn still on a credit re- 
port. “It caused some delays in the purchase,” he said. 

Although it costs nothing to freeze a credit report, Comeau 
said he was disappointed that the new law lets consumers be 
charged $5 to “thaw” the report. Since there are three major cred- 
it rating companies, it could cost consumers $15 when they ap- 
ply for a loan or get a new credit card. 

Abigail Caplovitz, legislative advocate for the New Jersey Pub- 
lic Interest Research Group, said the law has laudable features, in- 
cluding a one requiring companies to notify people when their pri- 
vate information has been improperly breached or disclosed. 
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Cops nab New Year’s Eve stabber 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A 46-year-old man 
stabbed a Bronx resident 
in the head during a 
Flatbush Avenue bar fight 
before dawn on Dec. 31, 
police said. 

The 29-year-old victim re- 
trieved his coat and prepared 
to leave the tavern, located 
near Dean Street at 2:50 am, 
police said. But violence 
sparked and the older man 
plunged something into his 
head, leaving a deep cut. 

Luckily, a police sergeant 
from the 78th Precinct hap- 
pened to be on the scene. He 
held the thug and Officer Re- 
becca Rodriguez arrived to ar- 
rest the man on assault 
charges. 

Teen holdup 

A trio of muggers scored 
nearly $900 in cash and elec- 
tronics from a teenager walk- 
ing home after midnight on 
Dec. 29, police said. 

The three men surrounded 
the 16-year-old victim when she 
reached the comer of Fifth 
Street and Eighth Avenue, at 
1:10 am, according to police. 

One demanded, “Give me 
your bag,” and grabbed the 
purse before the muggers ran 
down Fifth Street to Seventh 
Avenue. 

The bag held a $450 digital 


POLICE BLOTTER 


camera, a cellphone and $60, 
among other things, police 
said. Police are searching for 
three black men, two of whom 
where roughly 6-foot- 1 and 
175 pounds, and a third who 
was 5-foot-5 and 150 pounds. 
All three donned black snorkel 
jackets for the heist, police 


Driver robbed 

With friends like this, one 
livery driver clearly has no 
need for enemies. 

Police said the 29-year-old 
driver lost $3,500 to an ac- 
quaintance who robbed him 
on Dec. 29. 

When the driver reached a 
stop, at Fifth Avenue and 1 1th 


Street, around 9:30 pm, the 
suspect grabbed the man’s 
wallet, fat with fares. It wasn’t 
clear if the suspect was in the 
car or outside, chatting through 
the window. 

Police have the name of an 
Ecuadorian man, described as 
5-foot-6 and 140 pounds with 
short, dark, curly hair, whom 
they believe is the robber. 

Xmas mug 

A young woman lost her 
purse to a thief who snatched it 
from her hand as she walked 


home on Christmas Eve, po- 
lice said. 

The suspect plucked the bag 
from her grasp sometime around 
9 pm, as the 21 -year-old victim 
stood on the comer of Lincoln 
Place and Seventh Avenue. The 
pocketbook contained a wallet 
with an assortment of credit 
cards, a New York driver’s li- 
cense and her health insurance 
ID, her cellphone and house 
keys, police said. 

The victim described the 
mugger as a black man close 


to age 20, 5-foot-10 and 180 
pounds, according to police. 
He selected a black jacket, 
gray sneakers, blue pants and a 
black stocking cap for the 
night of the robbery. 

Building robbed 

A fleet-footed thief stole an- 
tique jewelry and wedding rings 
from a penthouse apartment on 
Prospect Park West the after- 
noon of Dec. 23, police said. 

The 84-year-old resident left 
home, in a building at Carroll 
Street, at noon. When he re- 


turned a half-hour later, police 
said someone had raided his 
jewelry box and absconded 
with an 18th century gold ring 
with a purple gem, a trio of 
gold wedding bands and a fifth 
gold ring engraved with the 
following words: “Everything 
leads me to thee.” 

Police have few clues, but 
hope that statement proves hue. 

Thieves stopped 

An Eighth Street resident 
caught two burglars in the act 
the morning of Dec. 27, spar- 


ing himself any property loss, 
police said. 

The 50-year-old man ar- 
rived home at 10 am and dis- 
covered two strangers inside 
his house, near Third Avenue, 
ransacking his belongings. The 
victim chased them from the 
property before they could 
snatch anything, police said. 

But the burglars also fled 
before the resident could get a 
good look at them, according 
to police, who found the locks 
on the front door broken. 


Car thieves on overtime for the holidays 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Between Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Day, robbers helped 
themselves to a half-dozen pri- 
vate vehicles, two sets of 
airbags and a U-Haul truck 
parked in the company’s Fourth 
Avenue lot, police said. 

While reports of stolen cars — 
like most crime — have dropped 
drastically during the last 15 years, 
according to NYPD statistics, offi- 
cers in the 78th Precinct recorded a 
rise in auto thefts in late November 
and early December. 

Police said a thief snatched a 


white Ford van from the U-Haul de- 
pot at Sixth Street late last week. A 
U-Haul employee said a customer 
returned the rental vehicle around 
3:50 pm on Dec. 29, and parked it 
with the keys in the ignition — a 
company no-no. 

When the worker inventoried the 
vans the next day, around 9 am Dec. 
30, that particular Ford was missing. 

Company officials checked the 
dispatch records, but learned the van 

— a 1996 model with Arizona plates 

— had not been rented or trans- 
ferred, police said. Another worker 
insisted he saw the vehicle in the lot 
on the afternoon of Dec. 29. U-Haul 
representatives at the Fourth Avenue 


outlet declined to comment. 

The other stolen vehicles were: 

•A black, 1994 Jeep Cherokee 
parked on Pacific Street, near Fifth 
Avenue, which was removed around 
2 pm on Dec. 27. The 35-year-old 
owner had just purchased the car, 
which was still registered with the 
dealership, police said. 

•A 1995 Honda Accord, which 
went missing from Ninth Street, be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues, be- 
tween 10:30 pm on Dec. 27 and 
6:30 am on Dec. 28. The owner, a 
51 -year-old Connecticut man, 
parked the black sedan in front of his 
daughter’s house during their visit. 
•A 1983 Oldsmobile, which was 


stolen from Lincoln Place, near Fifth 
Avenue, sometime between 10 pm on 
Dec. 27 and 11 am on Dec. 29. The 
52-year-old owner parked the car 
around the comer from her home. 

• A black, 2003 Cadillac Expedi- 
tion, which disappeared from a com- 
mercial parking lot on Warren Street, 
between Third and Fourth avenues. 
The owner, a 26-year-old Long Is- 
land man, said he left the SUV at 
7:30 am on Dec. 29, but when he re- 
turned at 3 pm, the Caddy was gone. 

•A 1987 Nissan pick-up truck, 
which was removed from a Ninth 
Street parking spot, near Fourth Av- 
enue, between 9 pm on Dec. 29 and 
2 pm on Dec. 30. The owner left the 


black truck in front of his home. 

• A 2001 gold Acura, which disap- 
peared from President Street, near 
Prospect Park West, between 9 pm on 
Dec. 31 and 9 am on Jan. 1. The 
owner, a 63-year-old Maryland man, 
also lost a $300 winter coat, CDs 
worth $400 and a cellphone charger 
— all left in the car — to the robbers. 

Police in the 78th Precinct also 
recorded two car burglaries last week, 
both involving stolen airbags on 
Berkeley Place. 

In the first crime, robbers re- 
moved the airbags from a 2003 Toy- 
ota Rava sometime between Christ- 
mas Eve and mid-day on Dec. 30, 
police said. The SUV was parked 


between Sixth and Seventh avenues. 

Thieves also snatched the airbags 
from a 2005 Honda Civic between the 
afternoon of Dec. 27 and mid-day on 
Dec. 31, police said. This car was 
parked just steps from Eighth Avenue. 

Deputy Inspector Thomas J. Harris 
of the 78th Precinct, said police have 
already put into place new strategies 
for dealing with the rash of thefts. 

“We’re concerned, so we are fo- 
cussing on stopping more cars in 
hopes of reducing the vehicle thefts,” 
Harris told The Brooklyn Papers. 

Harris said the precinct has 
recorded 19 stolen autos during De- 
cember — seven more than during 
the same time period in 2004. 



NEW LOCATION @ 182 21st STREET 


MUSIC TOGETHER 


of Greenwood Heights 

45 minutes of baby/toddler musical fun each week 
CLASSES BEGIN TAN. 6TH. REGISTER NOW!! 
Contact us for a free trial class. 

718 - 483-1690 

www.musictogetherofgreenwoodheights.com 


9 

PAW-ty 

cakes 

And other freshly 
baked dog treats 

PLUS: holistic remedies, holistic pet foods, 

aromatherapy, canine couture and more... 

Buttercup’s PAW-tissene ■ | 

All Natural DogBaKery 

63 5th ave (st. marks) 

(718) 399-2228 
open 11am-8pm 7 days a week 
www.buttercupspaw.com • Ra 

V i rfrrZ^kj % 


Russ, the tax man, 
formerly of Tax World 

can now be reached at 

(917) 544-4015 


n, Business Accounting, Payroll Services 


Russ Kolbert, E.A. Enrolled Agent 

RussKolbert@yahoo.com 


A Brooklyn Barbeque Joint 

BAR 



689 6th Ave. (at 20th St.) 718-499-4872 


Open: M-F, 3-ttpm; Sat-Sun, t2-11pm • brooklynbarbq. 
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Loose 
Dentures? - 




GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want!" ka "-Jl 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the "Advanced, Non-invasive 
Implant System" placed in less than 
two hours, then go out and enjoy your ft 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As demonstrated by Dr. Tony on ABC News 
and recently on Fox 5 News, this is a one-step, 
non-invasive procedure. No sutures, 
nor the typical months of healing or pain 
or discomfort. Competitive prices. 

Call today for your FREE consultafion 
and receive 15% OFF any new 
Dentures, Implants or MDI 
(Mini Dental Implant). . | 

Must present this ad. Limited 

718-8DENTX5 

(718-833-6895) 

Oral Dental Care 

Home of the Mini-Implant System 
461 77 th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
*We accept Medicaid and most Insurance plans* 


r Win $50 ' 

in Clothes! 


Every $25 purchase 
Sets you in our 
2nd anniversary 
raffle. Win a sift 
certificate for 
$100 of clothins 
from Luce. 




CASUAL • FORMAL • FUN 


luce 


on the hook 
boutique 

281 Van Brunt Street (bet. Visitation & Pioneer) 
Open: Tuesdays - Saturdays • CB 'UWm 
luceonthehook@yahoo.com 7 1 8.852. 1 345 


Gas station owner ; 
stuck in neutral ; « Is ( m fe ; 


Fears Ratner buyout off the table 



John Tsao stands in front of the Mobile gas station at 195 Flatbush Ave. He has owned the station, which 
Bruce Ratner wants to use as part of his Atlantic Yards project, for 25 years. 


property 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

John Tsao may be out of gas. 

The owner of a Flatbush Avenue Mobil 
station within the footprint of Bruce Rat- 
ner’s proposed Atlantic Yards project says 
the developer is having second thoughts 
about a generous offer made this fall to 
buy out Tsao for hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. 

The deal was put on the table after Rat- 
ner bought the land on which Tsao’s eight 
gas pumps and mini-mart stand. Tsao sub- 
leased the land from ExxonMobil. 

After the sale, Ratner vice-president 
Andy Zlotnick stopped by unannounced 
and offered the buyout, even though Tsao 
does not have any rights over the land. 

At the time, Tsao, a popular figure who 
calls his customers by their first name, 
had no desire to leave the neighborhood. 
He also was uncertain whether Ratner 
would ever build his sports, residential 
and commercial Xanadu anyway. But he 
took the vice president’s business card 
anyway. 

Tsao is wishing he had taken the mon- 


For the past few months, Tsao has kept 
his cellphone close to his side in anticipa- 
tion of a ring from either the corporation 
who sold him his business — ExxonMo- 
bil — or the one who has the power to 
take it away — Forest City Ratner, which 
plans to raze the gas station. 

ExxonMobil never reached out to Tsao 
about losing his property. He could relo- 
cate his franchise, but the company offers 
no help. 

“ExxonMobil does not have a specific 
program designed to provide assistance to 
franchise owners when, as in this in- 
stance, the property underlying their serv- 
ice station may be sold by a third party,” 
said spokeswoman Betsey Eaton. 

Tsao says that his phone calls to the 
company’s headquarters go unanswered. 

“But this is the industry standard,” said 
Tsao. “A gas station dealer or owner is the 
bottom step. If the company makes a 
cough, it’s an earthquake to us. “ 

When Tsao realized that Ratner’s deal 
might be the only one he would be see- 
ing, he picked up Zlotnick’s card. 


He didn’t get a call back — until The 
Brooklyn Papers called Forest City Rat- 
ner to find out whether the deal was still 
on the table. 

“Honestly, I am not confident at all 
[that the deal is in place],” Tsao said. “I 
know they bought the building to the left 
of us and to the right of us. But if they al- 
ready purchased the property, then they 
have another way to get me out.” 

Even if the sale goes through, he is not 
sure if he will have the capital to establish 
a new station. 

“Financially, it will be a problem. 
When you buy something 30 years ago 
and they find out you have to leave in a 
matter of 12 months, it’s not easy to get 
things together,” he said. 

Tsao blames Mobile’s 1999 merger 
with Exxon for making him even smaller 
in the eyes of the massive corporation. 
The company is so vast he doesn’t know 
who exacdy could help him, he says. 

“I lost a good 90 percent of my old 
contacts,” he said. “Nowadays, every- 
thing is set up with a number system. It is 
not easy to file your concerns.” 


WHY HUMIDIFY THE AIR! For both health and comfort reasons! 

WHY HUMIDIFY WITH VORNADO! First, the Vortex Action of 
includes a patented, easy-fill, no-spill, leak-free botde design! It also 

AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 

We AppreciateYour Business! 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 



There’s nothing quite like giving the 

PERFECT GIFT! 



Alba Botanica 

Organic Bath & Body 
Gift Set 

• Bath & Shower Gel (12 fi.oz.) 

• Very Emollient Body Lotion (i2fl. oz.) 

■ Mango Vanilla Moisturizing 
Shave Cream (a fi.oz.) 

■ Exfoliating Towel & Razor 

$21.95 



Brooklyn’s 
Best Source 
for Natural 
Bath & Body 


WE CARRY: Burt's Bees, Shikai, Alba Organics, 
Ecco Bella, Kiss My Face, Avalon Organics, 
California Baby & Many More Brands 

143 Fifth Ave in Park Slope 17*1 o\ OOft OQAO 

(between St. John's & Lincoln Place) l * - 1 - 0 ) ZdU-OOUZ 



Resolution No.1: 

get in shape for my other resolutions 


Solution: 

Winter Membership for $25/Week 

Over 300,000 square feet of state-of-the-art facilities, including swimming, 
racquetball, squash, basketball, fencing, martial arts, volleyball, and boxing, plus 
classes, weights, and endurance equipment to condition for these sports. 
Offer ends January 10 
Membership ends January 31, 2006 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 


PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY AT GRAND ARMY PLAZA 718 789-4600 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET BETWEEN HENRY & HICKS 718 625-0500 
METROTECH 333 ADAMS STREET AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL 718330-0007 
TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET BETWEEN B ’ WAY & CHURCH 212 966-5432 

MEMBERSHIP TERM FROM DATE OF JOINING THROUGH JANUARY 31, 2006. DUES FOR FULL TERM OF MEMBERSHIP TO BE PAID IN ADVANCE. 




Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks. 
No milk in the fridge. 

Would Mom be safer living with us? 


At Sunrise Senior Living, residents 
never need to contend with Mother 
Nature. They have our professional, 
caring staff with them — along with 
friends, great dining, activities, even a 
full service beauty/barber shop on-site. 

Before the next storm hits, find out 
what a Sunrise community has to offer — 
a variety of living arrangements, 


amenities and services, delicious meals, 
stimulating activities, and scheduled 
group outings. Our resident-centered 
approach to senior living puts residents 
first, giving them options to meet their 
individual needs and wishes. 

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living to see 
what we do to make our communities 
into places seniors can call home. 


Please join us for an open house on January 7th and 8th from noon-3:00. 
We will be discussing Alzheimer's Disease. Call for further details. 

Sunrise of Staten Island Opening in 2006 


Sunrise . 

Senior Living It 


LuLTiiran 

MuJIl jl C>cr-1h:i 



Sunrise at Mill Basin 71 8-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 71 8-61 6-1 850 2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 


For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com 
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Recycling Tips 
for the Holidays 



Everyone worries about gaining a few pounds over the holidays... 
Here are some easy ways to reduce New York’s waste: 


Recycle your holiday cards 
and promotional mail 

This time of year, we get inundated with mail 
and catalogs. When you’re done with these, 
recycle them with your mixed paper and 
cardboard. Do this year round with all 
unwanted mail! 


Recycle paper gift wrap 
and cardboard boxes 


Paper gift wrap and cardboard tubes are recyclable. 
So are the cardboard boxes that contain your 
presents. Recycle these along with your other 
mixed paper and cardboard. 


Need recycling information? Call 311 or visit www.nyc.gov/nycwasteless 



Recycle your tree! 


Remove all lights, ornaments, stands, and plastic bags. 


MulchFest: 

Saturday and Sunday, January 7 & 8 
10 am - 2 pm 


Bring your clean Christmas trees to designated parks, where they 
will be chipped into mulch. Bring a bag if you want to take away 
mulch for your own use. For MulchFest locations, call 31 1 or 
visit www.nyc.gov/parks. 


If you miss MulchFest, the Department of Sanitation will 
collect clean Christmas trees left at the curb from Wednesday, 
January 4 through Saturday, January 14. Trees are chipped, 
mixed with fall leaves, and recycled into rich compost for 
NYC’s parks, community gardens, and residents like you! 


Check the Compost Project website for upcoming workshops and events: www.nyccompost.org 



City of New York, Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor 
Department of Sanitation, John J. Doherty, Commissioner 
Call 31 1 or visit www.nyc.gov/sanitation 
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Nets streaking 
into New Year 


By Lucky Ngamwajasat 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Nets 99 
Clippers 85 

Dec. 20 at E. Rutherford 

Nets 96 
Orlando 85 

Dec. 21 at Orlando 

Nets 95 
Miami 88 

Dec. 23 at Miami 

Nets 109 
Knicks 101 

Dec. 26 at Madison Square Garden 
Nets 96 
Cavaliers 91 

Dec. 27 at E. Rutherford 
Nets 97 
Hawks 91 

Dec. 30 atE. Rutherford 
T’was the week before Christmas and 
throughout the league, the Nets slammed and 
jammed, and showed no fatigue. J-Kidd was 
there with assists by the dozens, while Vince 
Carter laughed along with his cousins. 

All right, enough of the rhymes. The Nets 
continued their winning ways over the Clip- 
pers, Magic, Heat, Knicks, Cavs, 
and Hawks, extending their win- 
ning streak to eight games. 

New Jersey has been pow- 
ered by the scoring of Carter, 
who is averaging 30-plus 
points per game. 

The Brooklyn-bound Nets 
began Christmas week in 
their home swamp against the 
surprising Clippers, currently 
16-10. Carter was his brilliant self 
yet again, scoring early and often. He 
finished with a game-high of 35 and also con- 
tributed with 9 rebounds and 7 assists, all team 
highs. Richard Jefferson had 20 points of his 
own, as the Nets led from start to finish and 
won 99-85. 

Carter showed no fatigue the next night 
against the Magic in Orlando — but saved his 
best for last, scoring 10 of his game-high 32 
points in the final stanza. Orlando held a brief 
77-76 lead with 8:23 left in the game, but 
Carter wouldn’t let the Nets lose. After nailing 
a pair of free throws and a defensive stop, 
Carter punctuated the game with an alley-oop 
dunk, courtesy of a highlight-worthy Kidd 
pass. New Jersey wouldn’t look back and won 
96-85. 



Ratnerettes to seize the game and the lead. In 
the end. Carter tied a career-high of 51 points. 

New Jersey wrapped up its winning week 
just a few miles from the team’s future home 
in Brooklyn, taking on the sad-sack Knicks at 
the Garden. Kidd and Co. take sadistic pleas- 
ure in tormenting their cross-town rivals, and 
this night would be no different. 

Carter continued his high-flying ways, this 
time joined by Jefferson. Near the end of the 
first half, Kidd stole an in-bounds pass from 
the self-proclaimed best point guard in the 
league, ex-Net Stephon Marbury, dished off to 
Carter, who set-up a streaking Jefferson for a 
thunderous jam. 

The final scoring play of the first half was a 
memorable one, as Kidd threw another gor- 
geous pass for Carter on an in-bounds play 
and Carter threw it down to the admiration/de- 
pression of the Knick faithful. The Manhattan- 
ites would get close in the fourth, but not near- 
ly enough to beat their rivals. 

New Jersey returned to the swamp for an- 
other tussle against King LeBron and the 
Cavs. This time, Jefferson was the main guy, 
as Carter was hounded with foul trouble. RJ 
scored 28, shooting 9 for 11 from the field, af- 
ter shooting a perfect 8 for 8 against the 
Knicks the night before. 

The Cavs made it interesting in the final 
stages, as LeBron James just missed a triple- 
double, scoring 31 points, grabbing 10 boards 
and passing out 8 dimes. But the Nets held on 
for a 96-91 victory. 

The Nets ended the year as one 
of the hottest teams in the NBA, 
rolling off their eighth consecu- 
tive win against the woeful At- 
lanta Hawks Friday night before 
going into a week-long break. 

“Everybody deserves it,” said 
Vince Carter. “Everybody is 
committed to this team. We’ve 
turned things around.” 

Carter’s renaissance in the swamps 
of the Meadowlands continued with a 37- 
point outburst against Adanta. 

He shot 57 percent from the field, including 
5 for 7 from long distance. The team complet- 
ed 50 percent of its trey tries. The Hawks cer- 
tainly didn’t play like the worst team in the 
NBA, taking an 84-81 lead late in the fourth 
quarter. 

But the Nets were bailed out by super-sub 
Jacque Vaughn, who scored 6 of his 8 points 
in the final period. J-Kidd’s understudy nailed 
a jumper that gave the Jersey-fleeing Nets the 
lead for good with 3:26. 

It was a ho-hum game for the team’s big 
three as Kidd scored 21 and Richard Jefferson 
scored 26 for the Atlantic Division-leading 
Nets. 


Vin-sanity saved his best performance for a 
discriminating audience of Shaquille O’Neal, 
Dwayne Wade and old friend Alonzo Mourn- 
ing of the Miami Heat. The Nets struggled in 
the first quarter, scoring a season-low 12 
points and shooting terribly. No Net had any 
answer for Shaq, who treated Nenad Kristie 
like a rag doll. 

The Nets were down by as many as 15 
points and it looked bleak for New Jersey. But 
the team made a frenzied charge and cut the 
lead at halftime to 46-41. Carter would ignite 
in the second half, including a stretch where 
he scored 14 consecutive points, allowing the 


Lucky’s Last Licks 

The Nets are now 15-0 when leading after the 
third quarter. . . New Jersey now leads the At- 
lantic Division by a half game over the 76ers 
and are 16-12 on the season ... The Nets are 
on an amazing run, but this team will not win 
an NBA title with the its current roster. If Rod 
Thom are serious about winning a champi- 
onship (and protecting Bruce Ratner’s invest- 
ment!), they need to acquire someone who can 
push Shaq out of the paint. Ever since the 
team lost Kenyon Martin last year, Ratner has 
certainly shown a willingness to spend money. 


Group says planned Indy owner 
has poor record with minorities 


By Deborah Yao 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA— A 
community group has 
asked the Federal Reserve 
Board to force Sovereign 
Bancorp to hold public 
hearings on its two acquisi- 
tion deals — including a 
takeover of Brooklyn-based 
Independence Community 
Bank Corp. — claiming 
that the thrift has a poor 
lending record to blacks and 
Latinos. 

Bronx-based Inner City 
Press/Fair Finance Watch 
said the multibillion-dollar 
transactions will entrench 
management in a company 
that it claims “disproportion- 
ately excludes and denies” 
loans to certain minorities 
and charges higher prices to 
blacks when loans are made. 

The community group 
joins growing opposition to 
Sovereign’s pending sale of a 
19.8 percent stake to Spain’s 
Gmpo Santander for $2.4 bil- 
lion in cash. 

With the proceeds, Sover- 
eign plans to buy Indepen- 


dence for $3.6 billion in cash. 
Both deals do not require 
shareholder approval. 

“It’s a bad deal for commu- 
nity lending,” Matthew Lee, 
the group’s executive director, 
said Tuesday. “We’ve looked 
at Sovereign’s existing lending 
in the market — from Philadel- 
phia to Boston — and we 
found that in all of the markets 
we’ve looked at they dispro- 
portionately deny credit to peo- 
ple of color, African Americans 
and Latinos. Where credit is 
granted, they are much more 
likely to impose higher costs 
on people of color.” 

Sovereign responded by 
saying it has received two con- 
secutive “outstanding” Com- 
munity Reinvestment Act rat- 
ings — assessed every two 
years — from the Office of 
Thrift Supervision from 2000 
to 2004. 

It also said it gave more 
than $7.5 billion in lending, 
investments and services to 
low- and moderate-income 
individuals and communities 
from 2003 to 2005. 

Over the next five years. 
Sovereign said it is commit- 
ted to making a $14 billion 


investment in communities in 
its main banking markets. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Federal Reserve said the 
board received a filing from 
Inner City Press but said the 
board couldn’t comment. 

The community group, cit- 
ing 2004 federal mortgage 
data, claimed that in the 
Philadelphia metropolitan 
area, blacks were turned 
down for conventional home 
loans 2.8 times more often 
than whites and Latinos were 
denied 3.6 times more often. 

The group also claimed 
that blacks were charged 
higher costs for loans more 
frequently than whites. 
Among upper-income blacks 
versus whites, blacks were 
charged higher-cost loans 
7.35 times more frequently, 
Inner City Press/Fair Finance 
Watch said. 

Relational Investors LLC, 
Sovereign’s largest share- 
holder, is unhappy about the 
lack of shareholder approvals 
because it sees the transac- 
tions as detrimental to exist- 
ing shareholders. Relational 
sued to oust the thrift’s board 
of directors. 


GLASS BUILDING ... 


Continued from page 1 
the library system?” she asked. 

“We give regular support to the library, but 
usually along very basic operating lines. We 
give money to buy books, buy space, pay li- 
brarians.” 

Norten’s latest illustrations also showed the 
adjacent, Rubic’s Cube-like Theatre for a 
New Audience, a 299-seat playhouse de- 
signed by starchitect Frank Gehry with Hugh 
Hardy 

Before Tuesday’s discussion about the per- 
forming arts library, trustees asked about 
progress at the Gehry theater — a project an- 
nounced nearly a year ago with much fanfare 
by Mayor Bloomberg. 

“It’s sort of like a done deal,” responded 


Norten before Cooper inteijected, explaining 
that the theater is also struggling to raise 
money for its building, which is expected to 
cost a whopping $335.8 million. 

“Who knows what will happen there?” 
Cooper said, rushing onto the next question. 

The new buildings — both part of the 
$650-million “BAM Cultural District” — 
will replace a Brooklyn Academy of Music 
parking lot and a nearby gardening store. 

Not included in current illustrations is an- 
other Gehry addition to the neighborhood: the 
70-story “Miss Brooklyn” skyscraper that 
Forest City Ratner plans to erect as part of the 
Atlantic Yards development, located just a 
few blocks south at the intersection of Flat- 
bush and Atlantic avenues. 



Stagemomitis 


T een spirit’s band, Cool and Unusual 
Punishment, was headlining the family- 
friendly New Year’s Eve at the Red 
Hook’s Liberty Heights Tap Room, and as 
Smartmom’s 14-year-old and his bandmates 
took the stage, I recited my 2006 New Year’s 
resolution over and over: ‘T 
will not be a stage mother.” 

It’s to quell those stage 
mom tendencies. What 
mother hasn’t wanted to 
enhance the abilities of 
her children? On the other 
hand, channelling Mama 
Rose invites disaster. 

Stage-mothering starts 
innocently enough. Real- 
ly. Just a simple attempt to 
fix something that went 
wrong with one’s own 
childhood. 

First, you insist that 
your child takes up an in- 
strument. After all, most 
parents say their biggest 
regret was quitting piano 
lessons. So what better 
way to rectify that past 
mistake than by not pass- 
ing it on to the next gener- 

Teen Spirit was going 
to be the next Benny 
Goodman. Smartmom 
signed him up for clarinet 
lessons with a cute, newly 
minted conservatory grad- 
uate (whose flyer was 
posted on a Park Slope lamppost, so you 
know he was good!), but Teen Spirit quit af- 
ter eight lessons. 

The Musical Theater Workshop at Gowan- 
us Arts was even more of a fiasco. Teen Spirit 
went along with it, but even he knew it was 
about Smartmom’s thwarted attempt to star in 
her sixth-grade production of “Guys and 
Dolls.” Teen Spirit, who never wanted to be 
an actor, especially a singing one, nearly 
dropped out just days before the show. After- 
wards he told Smartmom: “Never again.” 

T hat’s when Smartmom and Hepcat 
decided to lay back a little. They’d 
learned the hard (and expensive way) 
that it just doesn’t pay to push your child ar- 
tistically even if he’s “musically gifted, I just 
know he is.” 

So Smartmom and Hepcat went to the oth- 
er pole, playing it cool to any of Teen Spirit’s 
artistic enthusiasms. “Hey, anyone want to 
see my comics?” he once said at the height of 
his middle-school comics drawing obsession. 

“Maybe later,” Hepcat feigned disinterest. 
“I’m a little busy right now.” 

Last spring. Teen Spirit surprised his par- 
ents by starting a band with two friends, Red 
and Best Buddy. Smartmom and Hepcat 
were dying to hear, but Teen Spirit told them 
to stay away until the band was ready. 

Despite the warning, Smartmom eaves- 
dropped on the band’s practices by standing 
on the sidewalk in front of Red’s apartment 
building (where for art thou, Teen Spirit?). 
Finally, one Friday evening, Teen Spirit in- 
vited his family upstairs. 


SMART 

mom 



By Louise Crawford 


S martmom could barely contain her en- 
thusiasm for the band’s rendition of 
Queen’s “Another One Bites the Dust” 
and “Where is My Mind,” by The Pixies. 
“How did they learn how to play so well?” 
Smartmom wondered, still under the parental 
delusion that nothing 
good could possibly be 
accomplished unless the 
parent is intimately in- 

So a month later, 
when the band had its 
first gig at the Rockin’ 
Teens Showcase at Lib- 
erty Heights, Smart- 
mom — a singer/song- 
writer in her own right 
— found herself awash 
in a mix of feelings. 

Smartmom knew she 
was passing the baton 
to her son and finally 
letting go of some of 
her long-held fantasies. 
Ah, such is life. Yet, of 
course, she was thrilled 
for her boy. 

Over time, Teen Spirit 
has been willing to talk 
to his parents about the 
band. Smartmom is al- 
ways full of praise and 
encouragement — to a 
fault, perhaps. Recently, 
Teen Spirit told her, 
“You’re the kind of 
mom who thinks every- 
thing I do is perfect. I like it when Dad gives 
me constructive criticism. It feels more teal.” 
Point taken. The band now has a Web site, 
two CDs, and even the requisite coterie of 
teenage fans. For Brooklynites of a certain 
age, Cool and Unusual Punishment is men- 
tioned right up there with StunGun, Mod 
Rocket, Tetsuwan Fireball, and Teenage Je- 
sus. Who knew Brownstone Brooklyn was 
becoming the next Athens, Geotgia? 

So at the Liberty Heights family-friendly 
New Year’s Eve party, the teen audience hud- 
dled at small tables while parents stuck to the 
other side of the laid-back pizzeria restaurant. 
Cool and Unusual Punishment — the headlin- 
ers! — went on at 11 :20. 

Their 40-minute set, which included origi- 
nals and an Arcade Fire medley, culminated in 
a spirited rendition of “Another One Bites the 
Dust” at just minutes before midnight. Nice 
touch, kid. 

ost of the parents knew enough 
not to get up and dance — that 
.would be far too embarrassing for 
their teenage offspring. But it was fun 
enough to merely cheer them on. And cry a 
little when no one was looking. Smartmom 
got misty-eyed, proud and even a little jeal- 
ous of her son, who seemed to be having an 
awfully good time. 

Now, if only she could get Oh So Fiesty 
One to take piano lessons... 

The next Rockin’ Teens Showcase at the 
Liberty Heights Tap Room (34 Van Dyke St., 
at Dwight Street) is on Saturday, Jan. 14, 
from noon to 4 pm. 


Mi 


Better Brooklyn Community Center 

Summer Enrichment Camp 2006 


academic enrichment + gymnastics + dance ■. a. ,. . 
band + rockclimbing + horseback riding + bowling + 
nature + swimming + athletic sports + special events 

= a FUN learning experience 
for children from 4 to 15 years old! 


WE PROVIDE: 


Weekly field trips i 
Outdoor pool; Insl 
Daily lunch & snac 


• A quality experience with affordable rates 

Licensed by NYC Department of Health 


Choose from 2 - 8 weeks 

Session #1 July 3-14 
Session #2 July 17-28 
Session #3 July 31 -Aug 1 1 
Session #4 Aug 14-25 


9:00am - 5:00pm 
Early Drop 8am 
Late Stay 6:30pm 
Register before 2/15/06 


718-624-1992 ext. 10 + www.bkcenter.org 

Camp Main Office: 408 Jay Street @ Fulton Street 


ART FOR KJiDS 


n 


theartistryprc^l 

•After school programs 'Birthday parties 
•Mommy and me 'Weekend workshops 

www.theartistryproject.conn 

718-858-0217 

1 85 Sackett Street Free trial for new students, 

between Henry and Hicks See our website for details. 



Arts & Crafts 
Store and Studio 

• Arts & Crafts 
Supplies 

• Workshops for 
Kids & Adults 

• Birthday Parties 
for Kids 


This Week’s Workshops 

Learning “Ouilling” 

Tues,1/10 

Printmaking for Kids 

Wed, 1/11 

Mosaics for Adults 

Wed, 1/11 

Sand Art for Kids 

Thurs,1/12 

Intro to Drawing 
for Adults 

CPre-registration 

Thurs,1/12 




MIX IT UP! 



At KIDS COOK!, our eight-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills and 
techniques. Kids leam how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 


1 Afterschool classes 
1 Private Parties 
■ Fun & learning for ages 6-13 



JtU 008 Scliool, 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


2-4 year old programs 
IQ Licensed teachers 
VlQ Optimal educational equipment 
tJQ Exclusive outdoor facilities 
'iy Indoor Gym facilities 


n 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
QSpacfm# Classrooms 
IjjEnriched Curriculum 
.O.Caring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 


Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 


Register Now For 
2005-2006 School Year 


Children of all Ethnic & 

Cultural Backgrounds Welcome 


i 




OPEN HOUSES: 6:30pm 

Jan 10, Jan 17, 

Jan 24, Jan 31 


"Providing quality preschool 
education and childcare" 


6 months through 5 year olds 

Full and Part lime Programs 

Year Round Childcare 

Extended Hours for Working Parents 

Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Education 

Storytelling, Computers, Free Play 

Music & Movement, Dramatic Play, Arts & Crafts 

Full Licensed and Registered 


m 718-403-9516 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 
I'm great with kids and adults. 

IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

718-693-0583 


guitar lessons 

2002 Berklee College of Music Grad. 

I avail. Patient & relaxed 
■ teaching style. Excellent 
rates. Beginners encour- 
jii a 9ed. Ages 7-up. Will 
come to your home. 

617-823-7784 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


718-768-3804 



■....WMdoitdlJbryw'. 

(718) 787-8230 


The Party Clown & Magician 


gic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
ames, M.C., Comic Roastings. 

71 8-434-9697 
917-318-9092 


ing SAT, LSAT, GRE, Specialized 
H.S. Test, COOP, Regents. All 
levels. Critical thinking and 
study skills taught. 

Dr. Liss. (718) 767-0233. 


Test Prep / Math Tutor 

Princeton Grad - exp. tutor. 
Prep for Regents (Math A, B); 
SHSAT - Sci Hi test; SAT (math, 
ading, writing). / 


in Park Slope 


jr homi 


Ed Antoine 

(718) 501-5111 


Chemistry, Biology, 
Physics, Math 8c SAT 

Experienced, accomplished 
teachers available to tutor for 
academic support and test prepa- 
ration (Regents & SAT). ACADE- 
MIC EDGE. 

(718) 501-5111 











4B BWN 


The 


« (718) 834-9350 

















INSIDE 


DINING I PERFORMING ARTS I NIGHTLIFE I BOOKS I CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 
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BOOKS 


Book ’em 

Now that the holidays are behind us, it’s time to 
curl up and relax with one good book — or nine, if 
you plan on attending every event in the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s upcoming literary series. 

A co-production with the National Book Awards 
Foundation, “Eat, Drink 
& Be Literary: Dinner 
and a Reading in BAM- 
cafe” begins its second 
season on Jan. 12 with a 
visit from author Gish 
Jen (pictured, left) and a 
discussion moderated 
by jack-of-all-media 
Kurt Andersen. 

Jen is the author of 
several novels that ad- 
dress the Chinese- 
American experience. 
In “Typical American” 
(Houghton Mifflin, 
1991) and its sequel “Mona in the Promised Land 
(Knopf, 1996), critics praised her for her insights as 
much as for her wit. Her latest novel, “The Love 
Wife” (Knopf, 2004), has as its hilarious premise a 
meddling mother-in-law who bequeaths a nanny 
from mainland China to her Chinese- American son 
and his Caucasian wife. 

BAM’s literary events begin at 6:30 pm with live 
music and wine, fol- 
lowed by a buffet dinner 
in the BAMcafe pre- 
pared by executive chef 
Carlos Baca. At 8 pm, 
the literary program be- 
gins with authors read- 
ing from their works, 
participating in a discus- 
sion with the moderator, 
and answering ques- 
tions from audience 
members. 

BAM’s in-house 
bookstore, The Shake- 
speare & Co. BAMshop, will provide books for 
purchase and signing. 

Mark your calendars! Among the featured au- 
thors in this year’s series are Julian Barnes (Jan. 26), 
Jonathan Safran Foer (Feb. 23) and Jonathan 
Lethem (April 20, pictured above). The series con- 
tinues through June 1; visit www.bam.org for a 
complete list of scheduled authors. 

But just because the holidays have come and 
gone, it doesn’t mean the holiday spirit has to fol- 
low. Used books, in good condition, can be donated 
in the BAM lobby, prior to each event, and will be 
distributed to local charities and organizations. 

Tickets to "Eat, Drink & Be Literary" are $42, 
including admission to the reading, dinner, wine, 
tax and tip. A 20-percent discount is available to 
those who buy tickets to five or more events. 
Subscription and single tickets can be purchased 
by calling (718) 636-4100. Single tickets may also 
be purchased at the Web site www.bam.org or 
in person at the BAM box office (30 Lafayette 
Ave., at Ashland Place, in Fort Greene). 

— Lisa J. Curtis 




One reviewer recalls 10 best Brooklyn meals enjoyed in 2005 


Forkfuls of praise — and dismay 


Below are a few “hon- 
orable mentions” that 
would have made the list 
if I had been allowed to 
name my Top 16, and sev- 
eral citations are awarded 
to places that could use a 
reality check. 

Honorable mention 
goes to Beast in Prospect 
Heights for terrific grilled 
sardines and an outstand- 
ing lemon tart; Green- 
point’s Paloma for scal- 
lops on a puree of nutty 
cauliflower that was at 
once earthy and suave; 
Park Slope's Tost for 
admirably light panini; 
Sette Enoteca e Cucina 


in Park Slope for a great 
mascarpone cheesecake 
with quince compote; 
Smith Street’s Cibo e 
Gente for lasagna the 
way it should be made; 
and Sweetwater in 
Williamsburg for the best 
butterscotch pudding I’ve 

The “Hey you’re hurt- 
ing me!” citation goes to 
Song in Park Slope for as- 
saulting my ear drums, 
with Dish in Bay Ridge 
coming in a close second. 

The two Park Slope 
restaurants to win the 
“Least likely to be con- 
fused with a Ricardo Mon- 


talban welcome” award 
are Peperoncino, for a 

dining room manager so 
surly he made me cringe, 
and a hostess at the Mira- 
cle Grill who could teach 
interrogation techniques to 
the CIA. 

The “Gotcha!” medal 
goes to Bar BQ in Park 
Slope. If I say I loved the 
chocolate cake I tasted on 
my first visit, on my next, 
don’t bring out something 
that looks like you picked 
it up at the deli counter at 
the grocery store and try to 
pass it off as the real thing. 
If I were blindfolded, I 
could taste the difference. 


By Tina Barry 

for T he Brooklyn Papers 

I n the past year, more restaurants opened 
than I could possibly visit, and those in 
which I dined are raising the bar on what 
constitutes a great meal — at a tab that puts 
less evolved Manhattan places to shame. 

But ask me to pick my favorite of the 
bunch for 2005, and the answer will be “No 
way.” The choices are too varied, and any- 
way, I go from “love” to “just friends” with 
restaurants faster than Renee Zellweger and 
Kenny Chesney. 

I’ve tried to narrow my choices down to 
10 that I visited this year, cheating a bit by 
adding a list of honorable mentions. There 
are other eateries in this borough that I ad- 
mire — and visit all the time — but for this 
story, I included only those I reviewed in 
2005 for GO Brooklyn. 

So, whether they took the falafel out of 
Middle Eastern cooking or used it in an in- 
novative way, dished out flawless renditions 
of American classics, or put the perfect back 
into pizza, each of the restaurants in this 
year’s roundup fed me something — or lots 
of things — that made me happy. 

Anyone who thinks Jewish mothers only 
inspire guilt hasn’t eaten at Miriam. Owner 
Refeal Hasid pays tribute to mom by naming 
his restaurant after her and using many of 
her recipes in the kitchen. 

The man executing Miriam’s dishes and 
plenty of his own, is Ido Ben Shmuel, who 
dazzled my mother (see a pattern here?) and 
me this summer. We started with a ceviche 
of sweet grouper, “cooked” in lemon and 
lime juices. The fish sat in a small puddle of 
ripe tomato puree, brightened with cilantro 
and parsley, and Shmuel topped the little pile 
with slivers of pickled garlic and batons of 
lightly cooked beets. The first bite was 
shockingly vivid, then herbaceous. Slowly, 
hot and smoky notes crept in. 

It was divine. 

Ceviches are off the menu until the sum- 
mer, but Shmuel is serving spicy, pan-seared 
sea scallops that won’t disappoint you. Nei- 
ther will the figs filled with goat cheese in a 
red wine sauce that left my mother speech- 


less. (If you knew her, you’d understand the 
significance.) 

Mom stayed home when I visited Olea, a 
Fort Greene restaurant that opened in October. 
Good thing, too, because she would have gob- 
bled up all of my fried mussels. I had never 
sampled a fried mussel, but since my dinner 
there, I don’t want them any other way. 

They’re just one of the delicious surprises 
from Olea’s chef Gary Moran. He skips 
around the warmer countries and comes up 
with intriguing combinations: those mussels 
are coupled with squid rings, lemon slices 
and fresh sage leaves that he drops into the 
batter and sizzles them up, too. 

He takes artichoke hearts, fried in a falafel 
batter, and serves them with a smoky Turk- 
ish eggplant salad that made me want to ask, 
“Please sir, may I have some more?” 

The food is so wildly delicious and the 
portions so enormous, that if you ask for 
“more” at Amelia's Ristorante in Bay 
Ridge, then you’re a glutton. Chef Ken 
Deiner whirls around the eight-seat place he 


opened in August. He stops at each table to 
entertain with amusing restaurant lore before 
racing back to his one-man kitchen. Every- 
thing I tasted at Amelia’s was superb: a strip 
steak that would put Manhattan’s meat em- 
poriums to shame; crusty diver sea scallops 
on a bed of decadently rich polenta en- 
hanced with herbs and cream; and an ex- 
traordinary red snapper encased in a pista- 
chio nut crust served with couscous that 
absorbed a heady lobster broth. 

Oh, man, was that great. 

So was just about everything I tried at Ap- 
plewood. a restaurant in Park Slope whose 
chef, David Shea, is dedicated to the slow 
food movement. Shea likes bacon — and so 
do I — so his mix of wild mushrooms studded 
with salty lardons over creamy polenta won 
my heart. So did Shea’s braised pork belly 
with its brittle cmst and lush interior. 

Chef Pierre Thiam of Le Dakar in Clin- 
ton Hill makes my list again this year. (His 
Bed-Stuy restaurant Yolele was included in 
2004.) If he opens a restaurant the year after, 


Memorable morsels: (Clockwise from 
left) Amelia restaurant's Colorado lamb 
with Dijon herb shell is served on week- 
ends in Bay Ridge; Chef Ido Ben Shmuel 
of Miriam in Park Slope; the linguine with 
clam sauce at Samm's in Bay Ridge; Le 
Dakar's signature cocktail of pina colada 
infused with sorrel flowers; and the 
"posole estilo Guerrero" is served on Sat- 
urdays at Red Hook's El Huipil. 


and the year after that, Thiam will be includ- 
ed in those roundups, too. Why? Because I 
was so overwhelmed with his cooking the 
last time I was there that I was surprised I 
didn’t start speaking in tongues. 

Thiam, who opened his Senegalese restau- 
rant, Le Dakar, in September 2004, can take 
something as simple as tomato soup and turn 
it into a multi-layered masterpiece of flavor. 
His “Thiebou Djenn,” an African fish stew 
with bluefish and okra made me dizzy, while 
his “Paris Dakar,” a thin tart of apple and man- 
go layers, sits on the most brittle, buttery cmst 
that’s as thin as glass. 

If you haven’t visited Le Dakar, then go. 
Right now. 

Once journalists and the public got past, 
“Isn’t that the guy from The Restaurant?,”’ 
Rocco DiSpirito’s crash-and-bum reality 
show, they realized that the real story at ici is 
the food. “The guy,” Laurent Saillard, who 
opened ici in 2004, installed chef Julie 
Farias in the kitchen. Working with Sail- 
lard’s recipes, as well as her own, Farias 
turns out simple, playful, market-driven 
dishes that rarely disappoint. 

Sitting in the Fort Greene eatery’s leafy 
garden this summer, I was served an “oyster 
brulee.” The single oyster (an “amuse 
bouche” or little mouth amusement) was 
dabbed with a bit of lemon-laced anchovy 
butter sprinkled with crisp breadcrumbs then 
browned in the broiler, hence the “brulee.” It 
was one bite of everything I love: salt, citrus, 
cream and crunch. 

If you’ve had it up to your molars with 
bistro fare, then head to El Huipil in Red 
Hook for real Mexican — not Tex-Mex — 
See BEST OF on page 6 


DANCE 



Clap and chat 


Brooklyn Arts Exchange is kicking off the first 
event of its 2006 “First Weekends New Perfor- 
mance and Discussion Series” with a visit from the 
Mob. 

Mob Productions, that is. 

On Jan. 7 at 8 pm, the members of Mob won’t be 
breaking kneecaps — at least we hope not. These 
dancers will be exploring “the physicality of emo- 
tions that occur, moment by moment, in intimate re- 
lationships” — purely through movement. 

Also on Saturday’s bill is an excerpt from “Mar 
Adentro (The Sea Within),” a new work by chore- 
ographers Alicia Diaz and Marion Ramirez. “The 
Sea Within” is a collaboration with Peruvian per- 
cussionist Sebastian Guerrero and former Pilobolus 
dancer Matthew Thornton. 

The triple bill is complete with Milka Djordje- 
vich’s “Four Women in Dresses,” featuring dancers 
performing “a stylized critique of the subtle chore- 
ography of social life,” set to the repetitive, mechan- 
ical brass music of the Boban Markovic Orkestar. 

As with all “First Weekend” events, the audience 
is invited to participate in a discussion with the 
artists following this presentation of their works-in- 
progress. 

Don’t fugheddaboudit. 

The Brooklyn Arts Exchange is located at 421 
Fifth Ave. at Eighth Street, in Park Slope. Tickets 
are $15. For reservations and more information, 
call (718) 832-0018 or visit the Web site at 
www.bax.org. — Lisa J. Curtis 
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Bites ** 





Pan-Asian comfort food 



In the casual, red-walled space, which is the “Sojuito,” an Asian take on the or more. For information, call (718) 

opened in June, you can pull up one of Mojito that substitutes basil-infused 624-7658. —Tina Barry 



'Brooklyn Heights'* 
is PIG’N OUT! 


20% OFF 

ENTIRE MENU 



Monday-Friday: 1 1 am to 4pm 


60 Henry St. 

(bet. Orange S Cranberry) Bklyn Hts 

(718) 522-5547 

fax (718) 522-4896 
Mon-Sat: 1 1 am- 1 1 pm; Sun: llam-9pm 


FREE DELIVERY 


DUMBO, Brooklyn Heights and Metrotech^ 
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He loves the ’80s 


Chris Rock s hilarious ‘Everybody Hates Chris 9 show 
is drawn from his memories of Bedford-Stuyvesant 


until they ate what had been prepared? 
Who hasn’t been rightly infuriated 
when wrongly accused of a sibling’s of- 

Although these situations might not 
seem funny in the ordinary Brook- 
lynite’s life, they end up being a recipe 
for hilarity when watching them un- 
fold through Rock’s eyes. 

In a recent interview with TV Guide 
Online, Rock reflected on his humble 
beginnings and strict upbringing and 
how they relate to this show’s phe- 
nomenal success. 

‘Tyler James Williams is so much 
cuter than I was,” the Emmy- and 
Grammy Award-winning comedian in- 
sisted. “I was not a cute kid. I was in a 
really bad bicycle accident. I fell off 
the bike and messed up my mouth. My 
teeth were all over the place. I had 
braces, but we couldn’t really afford to 
keep up with them, because you had to 
go in every week. At one point, I had 
to take the braces out myself because 
we couldn’t really afford to go to the 
dentist. But if it wasn’t for my particu- 
lar childhood and the things that 
seemed harsh at the time, I wouldn’t 
be in this place right now. I’m cool. 
I’m fine. I won.” 

Co-created and produced with 
Rock’s long-time collaborator Ali 
LeRoi, “Everybody Hates Chris” main- 
tains Rock’s edgy, urban brand of com- 
edy, but keeps the language and situa- 
tions relatively clean for younger 
audiences — more like the family- 
friendly “Madagascar,” than the bril- 
liant, irreverent, but often foul-mouthed, 
“The Chris Rock Show.” 

While the show is certainly appeal- 
ing to ‘tweens and teens, parents in the 
thirty-something range are likely to get 
an added kick out of the series’ clever 
use of 1980s pop music. For example, 
a scene in an early episode — in 
which cops escort the former principal 
of Corleone JHS out of the building af- 
ter he committed an unnamed, but ob- 
vious offense — appropriately features 
the song, “Don’t Stand So Close to 
Me,” the Police tune about a teacher 
fighting his attraction to a student. 

Another scene, in which young 
Chris takes on a white bully starts 
with the song “Eye of the Tiger” and 
then moves to that ’80s anthem of 
racial harmony, “Ebony & Ivory,” as 
Chris and his aggressor roll around on 
the pavement. In addition to offering 
adults a little nostalgia, the music en- 
hances the 30-minute episodes, which 
are already well-written and expertly 

"Everybody Hates Chris" airs 
Thursday nights at 8 pm on UPN. 



By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Papers 


A s anyone who has watched Chris 
Rock’s stand-up act, HBO show 
or guest appearances on TV 
chat-fests can attest, the comedian/ac- 
tor is a smart, straight-talking Brook- 
lyn guy with a fierce wit. 

His UPN show, “Everybody Hates 
Chris,” offers a tittle more insight into 
how he got that way. 

The hilarious family sit-com, which 
premiered in September, is loosely 
based on Rock’s life as a young teen 
living with his blue-collar parents and 
siblings in 1982’s “do or die” Bedford- 
Stuyvesant. 

Across between “The Cosby Show” 
and “Good Times,” with a dash of “The 
Wonder Years” thrown in, the show 
opens as Chris’s family moves from the 
“projects” into their new home in a bet- 
ter, but still-rough, neighborhood. 

The move means Chris, the oldest of 
three children, now has a long daily 
commute by bus 
to get to the pre- 
dominantly white 
Corleone Junior 
High School in an 
Italian neighbor- 
hood renamed 
Brooklyn Beach, 
where Chris’s 
strict, but loving, 
mother (played by 
“Martin” alum 
Tichina Arnold) 
hopes he will get 
a better education. 

(Not a Harvard 
education, the 
adult Chris observes in one of the 
show’s many funny voiceovers, just not 
the “sticking-up-a-tiquor-store-kind-of- 
education” he would have gotten in 
Bed-Stuy.) 

Once at his new school, Chris, 
played by the adorable newcomer Tyler 
James Williams, finds it difficult to fit 
in. Chased by bullies, the boy reties on 


The Wonder Years' in Brooklyn: The cast of UPN's "Everybody Hates 
Chris" features (from left to right) Tichina Arnold as Mom, Tyler James 
Williams as Chris, Imani Hakim as Tonya, Terry Crews as Dad and 
Tequan Richmond as Drew. (At left) Comedian Chris Rock (right) stands 
behind the scenes with executive producer/co-creator/writer Ali LeRoi 
(left) and Williams (center). 


his natural defenses — his brains and 
his sense of humor. Of course, those 
don’t save him from getting his butt 
kicked initially, but they do secure him 
a place in the school’s nerd population 
and the friendship of Greg (Vincent 
Martella), a fellow outcast and a boy 
who tikes Chris for who he is — but 
who tends to flee when trouble is afoot. 


At home, things aren’t much easier. 

■ Chris is designated the “emergency par- 
ent” to his taller, more confident 
younger brother, Drew, played by 
“Ray” co-star Tequan Richmond, and 
their bratty kid sister, Tonya, played by 
newcomer Imani Hakim. Among his 
duties while Mom is at work are watch- 
ing the younger kids and making sure 
no-one wakes up their hard-working 
dad (played by former pro football 
player Terry Crews) before it’s time for 
him to go to his night job. 


While the show is drawn from 
Rock’s own personal experiences grow- 
ing up with limited means, it is easy for 
all Brooklynites to relate to its likable 
characters and familiar familial situa- 
tions. After all, who wouldn’t fear the 
wrath of a parent over a lost bus pass? 
Who can’t understand the anxiety of be- 
ing the new kid in town? Or of being 
self-conscious about our clothes at 
school? Who hasn’t experienced or wit- 
nessed the dinner-time show-down in 
which someone wasn’t leaving the table 


AUSTER... 

Continued from page 1 
Louise Crawford. 

“He speaks French, makes won- 
derful independent movies and lives 
in a brownstone in Brooklyn. He is 
said to be a very generous, good per- 
son and has stayed married to a fa- 
mous writer [Siri Hustvedt] for years. 
He also has a dog. What more could 
you want in a sex symbol?” 

But Auster has never put his 
Brooklyn — specifically, Park Slope 
— so front and center in a book (and 
on the cover, too. Yes, that’s the cor- 
ner of Seventh Avenue and Second 
Street on the book jacket). 

The book’s main character, retired 
insurance salesman Nathan Glass, of- 
ten grabs a sandwich at La Bagel De- 
light, a Seventh Avenue joint famous 
for its overstaffed sandwiches and 
garrulous countermen. 

As narrator Glass puts it, “One 
Sunday morning, I went into a 
crowded deli with the absurd name 
of La Bagel Delight. I was intending 



This Park Slope bookstore may 
have inspired a primary setting in 
Paul Auster's new book "The 
Brooklyn Follies. 


to ask for a cinnamon-raisin bagel, 
but the word caught in my mouth and 
came out as cinnamon-reagan. 
“Without missing a beat, the 


young guy behind the counter an- 
swered: ‘Sorry, we don’t have any of 
those. How about a pumpemixon in- 
stead?’ Fast. So damned fast, I nearly 
wet my drawers.” 

From there, it’s onto Auster’s 
lunchtime haunt, rendered here as 
“The Cosmic Diner,” but clearly a 
stand-in for the diners that Auster 
(and any Brooklynite) remembers 
from the not-so-distant past. 

“The food there was mediocre at 
best, but one of the waitresses was an 
adorable Puerto Rican girl named 
Marina, and I rapidly developed a 
crush on her. She was half my age 
and already married, which meant 
that romance was out of the question, 
but she was so splendid to look at ... 
that I literally pined for her on her 
days off.” 

Now, why can’t the New Purity 
get a waitress tike that? 

Glass rents his movies from 
“Movie Heaven” (fictional), yet gets 
his hair cut at Park Slope Barbershop 
(a real Seventh Avenue place) and 
eats a nice meal at Mike & Tony’s 
steakhouse on Fifth Avenue (now 
closed and replaced by Moutarde). 


BOOKS 


and Co., $24) by F 
at, or can be ordered through, these 
bookstores: The Bookmark Shoppe 
[6906 1 1th Ave. at 69th Street in Dyker 
Heights (718) 680-3680], BookCourt 
[163 Court St. at Dean Street in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677] and Barnes & No- 
ble [267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-9066], 


Despite its rich setting, “The 
Brooklyn Follies” is not a full novel 
at all, but more of a scrapbook. The 
plot, such as it is, follows Glass, a re- 
cent cancer survivor, as he returns to 
his native Park Slope “to die,” as he 
puts it on page one. 

Yet, he does not die. 

In fact, he doesn’t even succumb 
to the curmudgeonly impulses that 
caused his divorce, estrangement 
from his daughter and his complete 
lack of friends. The most fun of the 
“follies” consist of watching Glass 
transform from “a cruel and selfish 
person” to his ultimate redemption, 
thanks to his new life among the 


B.P.M.s, the bagel guys and book- 
store owners with mysterious pasts. 

He dives right into his new life in 
the borough as if he has gills. 

He is not merely rejuvenated by 
moving to Park Slope, he is re- 
deemed. 

“The Brooklyn Follies” is by no 
means Auster’s best novel. (A strong 
case could be made for “The Book of 
Illusions” or “Leviathan,” but neither 
of them is about Park Slope, so why 
bother?) Characters, tike Glass’s 
beloved waitress or the B.P.M., come 
and go, and a main plot tine involv- 
ing a bookstore owner with a larce- 
nous past, never seems to build to 
anything more than just an example 
of the folly of the title. And the less 
said about the last page — a Septem- 
ber 1 1th ending that seems tacked on 
simply to jolt — the better. 

But before that misstep, there’s 
plenty to enjoy. If you live in Park 
Slope, you’ll recognize the people, 
places and diner food. But if you 
don’t, you might be tempted to move 
to this wondrous place that does 
more for the soul than a month at 
Lourdes. 


Vesuvio 

est. 1953 

Restaurant & Pizzeria 

Corporate & Private catering 



Free Local Delivery • Valet Parking Fri & Sat 
Open 7 days PWITI 
7305 3rd Avenue • Bay Ridge • 71 8.745.0222 


Uoti Open! 

SSE 


SHOP.COM 


better products, naturally 

Brooklyn's largest selection of natural and 
homeopathic products for dogs, cats $. rabbits 

%•% food, treats, collars, leashes 
shampoos, tots, and much more 

.*0* Tree delivery until /opm, 7 days a keek! 

I«l See our daily special on 

the pet section of Craigslist 


169 Lincoln Place at 7th Ave. (718) 246-4600 
Mon-Fri: noon-9pm; Sat & Sun llam-7pm 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 ^ daycare 8 boarding 

[\ A 718 222-4900 

m 7am-lODm weekdays. Qam-iOom weekends 




yara-iopm weekdays, gam-iopm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watch your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



WALK-IN 

ADMISSIONS 

“CHANGE YOUR FUTURE” 


IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN 

• Dental Lab or Vision Care Technology • Nursing 
• Medical Imaging • AutoCad • Biology 
• Engineering • Culinary 
• Career & Technology Teacher Education 
or any of 57 baccalaureate, associate 
and certificate programs 

For information about our majors and 
how to apply directly contact the 

Office of Admissions 

NEW YORK CITY 
COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 

300 Jay Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
from Nov. 1, 2005 to Jan. 13, 2006 

718.260.5500 • 877.NYC.TECH 
www.citytech.cuny.edu 

I HU 

CITY liCH I5 ki9 


Read V online 
every week at 


BROOKLYN 
CENTER r 


The Best of Broadway 

Featuring the Songs of Andrew Lloyd Webber 

Sun., Jan. 15, 2006 at 2 PM 

Tap Kids 

Sun., Jan. 22, 2006 at 2 PM 


Call or Go 
Online Today! 
( 718 } 951-4500 

Brooklyn Center On line, ory 


Walt Whitman Theatre, one block from 
the junction of Flatbush & Nostrand Avenues 


DanceBrazil 

Sat., Feb. 4, 2006 at 8 PM 
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Space Available call Chris Havens 718.222.2505 

Two Trees www.dumbo-newyork.com 


5+5 Gallery MF Adams Gallery Howard 
Schickler Fine Art Henry Gregg Gallery 
s.e.e.dgallery Safe-T-Gallery Wessel + 
O’Connor Fine Art Underbridge Pictures 
Nelson Hancock Gallery Gloria Kennedy Gallery 


January at the BSEC 


Come join the 

Brooklyn Society 
for Ethical Culture 



or just stop in to help us build an oasis for people 
seeking resources for ethical living and improving 
the quality of human relationships. 

Celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King’s Birthday 
with us Sunday JANUARY 15 - open to the public all day 
(FREE) 11:00 all ages Civil Rights Fest: instant cmty 
theatrics - scenes of the civil rights movement; 


12:30 - 9:00pm: Films: “Eyes on The Prize” PBS series; 


$15 4:00pm Classic Soul Concert w/Stephanie Bates 
(food on sale) supper and informal after-party ($10) 


Share our/your Cty Action Projects: 
w/Displays and Art Making All Day 

3rd Sunday 1:00pm: 

Newcomer Orientation to Ethical Culture 


Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 
53 Prospect Park West at 2nd St. 
(718) 768-2972 • (718) 783-2298 • bsec.org 






.J3SISL 

Wednesday, January 11 
Friday. January 13 



Owning A Home 

Has Never Been Easier! 


• Streamlined 
Application Process 

• Pre-approvals 
in 24 hours 

• Residential & 
Commercial Mortsases 

• 1 st & 2nd Mortsases 

• Direct Lendins 

• Low or no down 
payment options 

• Post-bankruptcy & 
no credit approvals 

• No income / 
no asset verification 

Vffr LIBERTY CAPITAL 

/ U Purchases MORTGAGES Refinance 
(718) 351-5050 Cell (718) 612-1122 

2351 HYLAN BLVD SI NY 10306 • LICENSED MORTGAGE BANKER NYS BANKING DEPT 





Brooklyn Vein-Laser Center 

263 7th Avenue, Suite 5E • (718) 499-7755 

www.perfectleg.com • fax (7L8) 499-7887 


The Brooklyn Papers 



www.BrooklynPap 


BROOKLYN 

Nightlife. 

Compiled by Chiara V. Cowan 
The Backroom Saturdays and Fridays: Karaoke ' 9 pm ' FREE 





Lucky Cat 

^eet in Wl/fems- 


■ ■ ■ 


Magnetic Field 

9 ^;—~ yn 

UveTanT karaoke?'? X F^lf’ Jan"' 1* 

^M^^» $TBD:Jan - 




sS5iSr inpark 




t<^ti andAvenue,n 


s, 8 pm, C.B.C., 9 pm, 


night, $6; Jan. 8: Brown Bird, 9 pm, The 



514 Second St. at Seventh Avenue in i 
^Z^yn.cotn. 







TALK TO US... 










January 7, 2006 


awp 9 


The Brooklyn Papers 


00 


www.BrooklynPapers.c 


Where to GO 














1 pss 

&Te) 


5 


>■ i -m _ 



pm; dance party from 9 pm to 1 1 pm with 
waltz music by the Vienna Festival Orchestra. 
Event runs from 5 pm to 1 1 pm. 200 Eastern 
Parkway. (718) 638-5000. Free. 

JEWISH HISTORY: Union Temple offers a 
weekly course on Basic Judaism. Today: 

Mid^e Xg^s. "'9 am' to 10:1 5am. Ug'ht ^ 
breakfast offered. 17 Eastern Parkway. (718) 
638-7600. Free. 

GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY: Author Barnet 
Schecter reads and signs his book: "The Devil's 
Own Work: The Civil War Draft Riots and the 


ing on your own creation. $20. 2 pm to 5 
pm. 310 Atlantic Ave. (718) 797-5600. 
MICRO MUSEUM: Composer Andy Cohen 

adult pair, $5 per senior/ student pair. 2 pm 
to 7 pm^l 23 S SmMT > St. Pm 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

MULCH FEST: Bring your holiday tree to s 


tion. Audubon Center, Prospect Park, 
ir the Lincoln Road/Ocean Avenue 
entrance. (718) 287-3400, ext. 101. 

TRAVELING CINEMA: Barbes Bar presents 

J ^ ^s on Appc 1 L: ~ 

ther" (198: 

8-1761. Fr« 

DANCE WORKOUT: Mark Morris Dance Groi 
presents Rhythm and Motion Dance. Adult 
exercise class uses hip-hop, jazz, African, 
Latin and modern dance forms. $12. 7 pm 
8 pm. 3 Lafayette Ave. (718) 624-8400. 


PERFORMANCE 

MUSIC: St. Simon and Jude Church presents ar 
evening of classic Neapolitan songs with 
Antonio Guarna and Alba Mazza. $35 per 
person includes buffet dinner, dessert, 
singing and dancing. 6:30 pm. 294 Ave. T. 
Cafl in advance for tickets. (718) 375-9600. 

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music concert of work: 


LIST YOUR EVENT... 


To list your event in Where to GO, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your listing by 
mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Papers, 55 Washington St., Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201; or by 
fax: (718) 834-9278. Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We regret we cannot 


Maturtduf Might 5 at?at 

Join Us for a Night of sizzling Salsa Dancing and Sangria 
in Park Slope with Singles and Couples 
in their 20s, 30s or 40s 



January 28, 2006 

8:30 P.M. until Midnight 
Dance lesson: at 9 P.M. and 10 P.M. 

58 Seventh Avenue 

Brooklyn Conservatory of Music 
Park Slope, corner ot Lincoln Place 
7th Ave stop on the Q 
Grand Army Plaza stop on the 2 or 3 


sponsored by Young Leaders of 
Brooklyn ttadassah 
Phone (718) 375-2596 
Cmail Contact: Brooklyn@tladassah.org 


Admission $10 in advance; $12 at the door 
Sangria and snacks included 
Reserve in advance, space is limited 


Check out Brooklyn.ttadassah.org • R.S.V.P. by January 21, 2006 


RELIGIOUS SVCS 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 


Adult Ed e Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carie Carter 

768-1453 W29 31 

Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

71 8 - 875-91 24 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

Located in^Prospert Heights 


Union Temple 

ESLer 6:30 p.m. 


Shabbat Shalom! 



The Sonny Side Up 

by Leonard Jacobs 

S ometimes the best advice is the simplest. 

For example: don’t mess with Sonny Southerland. The 
producer of The People’s Advocacy Group Presents PAG 
Magazine, which has been airing on BCAT/Brooklyn 
Community Access Television for six years, is dedicated to 
helping everyday citizens demand what their tax dollars enti- 
tle them to: a local, state, and federal government freed from 
the shackles of red tape. It’s a noble aim inspired by the fact 
that Southerland himself has had a more than a few charmed 
experiences with government bureaucracy. Except that he’s 
learned how to fight it and learned how to win. 

“ The People’s Advocacy Group 
was something I started based 
on my many disappointments 
with government and services,” 
explains Southerland, as if it 
were a stump speech — abetted 
by a resonant and expressive 
voice that could only belong to 
someone who used to work 
in radio. “I live in a housing 
complex and I’ve had to con- 
stantly be in court to demand 
repairs, so I know how that sys- 
tem works — or doesn’t. Once I 
had an incident where the roof 



Social Security, New York State’s 
harsh, Rockefeller-era drug laws, 
and what he cheekily terms “the 
miseducation” of New York City 
schoolchildren. 

“Like my mother,” Souther- 
land explains. “One time she 
had an issue with Social 
Security — they were trying to 
deduct or even stop her checks, 
and we had to stop them.” Was 
there a reason the government 
was trying to do this? No, he 
says, it’s simply how the system 
works — there is a cynical 



the best way to help people?’ 
There are resources on the 
Internet. There are books. There 


Sonny Southerland, pro- 
ducer and host of People's 
Advocacy Group Presents 
"PAG Magazine " on BCAT. 

are resources where you can get 
a general knowledge that will 
carry you through like any attor- 
ney. I point people in those 
directions.” 

“Once,” Southerland goes on, 
“I met with an assistant to [New 
York State Senate Majority 
Leader] Sheldon Silver and I was 
told to pay a lobbyist if I wanted 
to reach him. Can you believe 
that?” His voice climbs another 
octave. 

Southerland’s transition from 
radio to television was relatively 
easy. The late Julian Hill, he says, 
BCAT program, Take It 
also had a good-gov- 
:tivist theme, inspired 
; BCAT classes, learn 
iment, and, most 
get his fiery pas- 
sion before the viewers. 

“My show lasts 28 minutes and 
30 seconds — I fill that time with 
all the vital information I can.” 

Ivocacy Group can 
in Brooklyn on BCAT 
at 2:30pm and 
n Time Warner 
mnnel 34, Cablevision 
67 and streaming live 


www.bcat.tv. 
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OUR OPINION 


Boss KOs DeBlasio 


W E GOT PLAYED but it 

looks like we did it to 
ourselves. Brooklyn had 
its best shot in years of nabbing 
the powerful job of Speaker of the 
Council this week, but the very 
able Councilmember Bill DeBla- 
sio (D-Park Slope) eventually fell 
to colleague Christine Quinn (D- 
Manhattan). 

Brooklyn has a plurality of seats 
on the Council, but Quinn built a 
coalition of members from Man- 
hattan, Queens and the Bronx that 
drove her to victory. 

She also had the support of As- 
semblymember Vito Lopez, who 


recently replaced disgraced and 
convicted Clarence Norman as 
the head of the Brooklyn Democ- 
rats. Lopez muscled several 
Brooklyn councilmembers to 
back Quinn so Brooklyn could 
“have a seat at the table,” as he 

But why not the seat at the 
head of the table? 

Because, insiders said, Lopez 
was less concerned with helping 
DeBlasio than with keeping his 
hands on the more-hidden levers 
of power in the city. 

“It’s all about the committee 
chairs that his people will get,” 


one Council insider told The 
Brooklyn Papers. Lopez, the in- 
sider continued, wants to control 
things like the Housing Commit- 
tee, where most of the city’s land- 
use decisions are made — and 
whose members benefit mightily 
from donations from developers. 

A councilmember who back- 
ed DeBlasio was still fum- 
ing about his experience tak- 
ing on Lopez. 

He complained that when he 
called a colleague to lobby for De- 
Blasio, he was told, “Sorry, but 
Vito has my vote.” 

“I resent that Vto Lopez, an 


assemblyman, can put together a 
block of votes just so he can give 
it like a gift,” the councilmember 
told us. 

“They made a deal, so let’s see 
what they get in return from Chris 

Lopez, by the way, didn’t re- 
turn our call. 

We’re not naive enough to 
think that the selection of a new 
City Council Speaker should be a 
transparent process rather than a 
behind-the-scenes, bare-knuckled 
political power grab. 

But a paper can dream, can’t 
it? 


KING OF KINGS BY VINCE DIMICELI 


Hop on the DUMBO trolley! 


N OW THAT CADMAN PLAZA EAST 

between Tillary Street and 
Red Cross Place has become 
a private, guarded parking lot for 
courthouse employees, it’s time for 
area residents to get something back 
Each day, as I take my 15-minute 
stroll from the Court Street subway 
station down the hill to The Brook- 
lyn Papers’ offices in DUMBO, I 
get increasingly annoyed as I’m 


forced to weave around the 
bumpers of cars pushed up onto the 
curbs to maximize parking spaces 
in this now-privately run public 
street dividing Cadman Plaza and 
Walt Whitman parks. 

I guess I should just be happy 
that the security guards, who sit in 
idling Ford Crown Victorias at ei- 
ther end of the lot, allow me to pass 
through — although I should wear 


a gas mask to guard against the 
fumes spewing out so they can re- 
main warm in the winter and cool 
in the summer (when they have to 
pop the hoods of the vehicles so the 
cars don’t overheat). 

Considering that the federal gov- 
ernment absconded with the street 
without any public discourse (Was 
there ever a meeting? Did CB2 ever 
bring this up?) I think we deserve 


something in exchange, something 
that would be a boon to the people 
of DUMBO, visitors from around 
the world and, most importantly, me. 

What I’m proposing is a trolley 
that would run from Borough Hall 
down Cadman Plaza East, to Wash- 
ington Street with a turnaround at 
the existing Brooklyn Bridge Park 
at John Street. 

Along the way, the trolley could 



make stops at the main Post Office 
and the exit (or entrance, depending 
on whether you’re coming or go- 
ing) to the currently decrepit Brook- 
lyn Bridge footpath. 

Of course, it would not stop at 
the courthouse as, apparently, 
everyone who works there drives 
— hence the need for the private 
parking lot on the stolen street. 

S uch A trolley would accom- 
plish three things: First, it 
would give the good people of 
DUMBO easy access to Downtown 
Brooklyn’s extensive network of sub- 
ways. Second, it would give every 


Brooklyn-fearing traveler from 
around the globe easy access aboard 
a historic train to our great Borough 
President’s tourist information center 
at Borough Hall. (And finally, it 
would cut a good 20 minutes off my 
daily commute.) 

The trolley could be funded with 
federal money — as reimbursement 
for the seizure of our street — and 
could cost a buck a ride, or $2 with a 
free transfer to or from any nearby 
subway when using a Metrocard. 

I discussed this proposal with Bor- 
ough President Markowitz a few 
months ago, and he told me he was 


working on bringing back trolleys 
throughout the Downtown area, pos- 
sibly connecting to Red Hook. The 
only problem, he said, was funding. 

While that’s all well and good, 
methinks Marty is doing things on 
too grand a scale. My 4,000-foot 
trolley line would require less money 
and, hence, less politics, and would 
provide a simple good. 

And we could finally get some- 
thing in return for those two idling 
Crown Vies we have to walk past 
every morning. 

Vince DiMiceli is The Brooklyn 
Papers' senior editor. His e-mail is 
production@brooklynpapers.com. 


TO THE EDITOR 


Point and counterpoint on Ratner’s ‘Domain’ 


Ratner is creating his own ‘blight’ 


Ratner is protection the community 


To the editor: 

Bruce Ratner is so desperate for some 
activity at his Atlantic Yards project that 
he decided to take blight into his own 
hands. Because his project is under review 
of the State Environmental Quality Re- 
view Process (SEQRA), he does not have 
full control over his properties. New York 
State law requires that once a review is 
under way, the site must remain in the 
same condition throughout the review. 

So what’s an eager developer to do? He 


manufactures blight! In this case, he is 
claiming hazardous building conditions. 
Buildings that were recently occupied are 
now suddenly unsafe. Anyone involved 
with rehabbing old buildings knows that a 
property does not go from fully habitable 
to unsafe in less than a year. Is it possible 
that these buildings received human assis- 
tance in an effort to accelerate decay under 
Ratner’s ownership? 

I believe that Ratner is trying to con- 
vince local residents and businesses into 


thinking that the project has begun and 
they should get out of his way. He also 
must convince his impatient investors that 
there is activity at the Yards, so they 
should sit tight with their investment. 

The result could be that an intact neigh- 
borhood will have holes punched into it. 
With enough empty lots, Ratner hopes to 
create enough “blight” to justify eminent do- 
main condemnations. This is nothing more 
than old fashion blockbusting. 

Lucy Koteen, Fort Greene 


To the editor: 

According to LZA Technologies, one of 
the most well-respected independent pro- 
fessional engineering firms in the country, 
the six structures slated for abatement and 
demolition [referred to in the letter at left] 
pose a serious health and public safety risk 
to the surrounding community. 

In most of these buildings, the roofs, 
ceilings and walls have partially collapsed. 
The remaining standing structures continue 
to deteriorate at an accelerated rate. 


These buildings are under our con- 
trol and as such are our responsibility. 
Should a fire break out, a brick fall or 
a wall collapse onto the street, then we 
would be at fault. 

Risking the community to these poten- 
tial hazards is quite simply not something 
Forest City Ratner would ever do and it 
is not something any thoughtful and 
knowledgeable person should condone. 

So let’s be clear, the demolition of these 
buildings is not about the proposed Atlantic 


Yards project It is about public safety. 

If opponents want to have a discussion 
about their concerns with the project, then 
we are more than happy to continue our 
discussions. However, when it comes to 
the safety of this community, we refuse to 
get into a political debate. Bruce Bender 

The writer is executive vice-president of 
Forest City Ratner, which has proposed an 
arena, residential and commercial develop- 
ment stretching eastward from the inter- 
section of Atlantic and Flatbush avenues. 


Health, Mind Sc Body 


ABORTION 


DENTISTS 


DENTISTS 


ob^ : 


qyn 


PAVILION 


at the 

Ambulatory Surgery Center of Brooklyn 

WE SERVE WITH CARE AND COMPASSION 
We Accept All Insurance & Medicaid 

• NYS Licensed & Inspected 

• Joint Commission Accreditation 

• Confidential Abortion 
- Surgical - Medical (RU486) 

• Safe Low Cost 

Convt 

313 - 43rd St. at 3rd Ave., Sunset Park 

Call for an immediate appointment 

( 800 ) 971-6019 

( 718 ) 369-1900 

Near R, N&D trains and 35 & 37 buses 


■ Immediate Appointment (ind. 

■ Parental Consent Not Require' 

■ Emergency Contraception 

■ Free Pregnancy Testing 

■ Multi-lingual staff 


DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 

Financing Available 
Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 


789-5700 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 


Bridges (Capping) 


Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 


• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


) MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modem Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

* Root Canal * Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance W SPECIAL ATTENTION 
Plans and Medicaid “ 

Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 





All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, D D.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.j ackirwindds .com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet, Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) i m wancc 

"S? (7i8) 622-8020 Zm 


GENERAL PRACTICE 


When was YOUR 
last physical? 


Anahld Nisanian, MD 
Andras Fenyves, MD 

Primary Care 
Internal Medicine 

Clftwwrs 


PROMINENCE in Quality Care and Service 

" SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE / ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED" 


558 Atlantic Ave. 

I bet. 3rd & 4th Aves. 


HOLISTIC 


Life Coaching II Life Coaching 


Making All 


Those Dreams Come True! 


Lifestyle Coach 

Mordy Greenwald, Certified Personal 
free! 

(718) 972-8638 


Psychotherapy 


of all lifestyles in a warm & convenien 


FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 




VISION 


~ Seen us lately? 

• Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
• Contact Lenses • Children's Frames 
• Sunglasses • Sports Glasses 

Heights Vision Center 

1 32 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 852-1149 

tctorstuartfriedman.com 
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LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 

Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 

iiMa 

LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & 

27 8th Avenue 



' 


.D. 

Nails * 


(718) 636-0425 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 



NECK OR BACK PAIN? 


Introducing Dr. John Guo 


Ruyi Bodywork of Brooklyn 


Treatment for: 


Acupuncture • Herbal Medicine • Acupressure 
Shiatsu • Qi Gon Massage • Foot Reflexology 


234 Court St. (near Baltic St.) 718-643-6892 


'NEED A RIDE?' 


1 We go anywhere 
| JFK, LG A, NWK 

Luxury cars, minivans, & 
| wedding limos available 



i Court Express 
■ 718 - 237-81 

\ 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch / 


comprehensive 

HIV CARE 


GENERAL MALE & FEMALE HEALTH ISSUES 
We Accept All Insurance, Medicaid & ADAP 


■ Hormone Replacement I • Case Management 

• Lipodystrophy ■ Legal Aid 

■ Wasting Syndrome • One-site Laboratory 

• Salvage Therapy | • On-site Pharmacy (Early 2006) 


Nutritional & Psychological Support 



Kings County Ambulatory Medicine 

at the Ambulatory Surgery Center of Brooklyn 

313 - 43rd Street at 3rd Ave., Sunset Park 


(800) 971-6019 

( 718 ) 369-1900 

Near R, N & D trains and 35 & 37 buses 


Jeff C. 

Stradian, DDS 

1 89 Montague Street 
Suite 800A 
Braaklyn, NY 11201 

(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency and Evening 



Prosthetically Driven 
Implant Dental Practice 
with Periodontics 
as its Core 

• Implants Surgically Placed and Restored 

• Periodontics - Treatment of Gum Disease - 
Surgical and Non-Surgical Therapy 

• Endodontics - Using rotary instrumentation 
for faster more thorough cleaning with less 
post operative discomfort 

• Digital X-Rays - 90% Less Radation 

• Extractions - Simple and Complex 

• Aesthetic Dentistry - Porcelain Laminates, 
White Fillings, Bleaching, Metal Free Crowns 

• Zoom Bleaching 

• Restorative Dentistry A-Z 

• Full Service Comprehensive Dental Practice 


In B'klyn, 


N O one is likely to call the Mark Lanes in Bay Ridge “par- 
adise.” It’s a bit cramped, the lighting gives everyone 
sullen, Steve Buscemi eyes and the woman behind the 
counter looks over newcomers like El-Al security guards. 

But when I 
heard that the 
large depart- 

tear down the 
alley to build a 


THE BROOKLYN j 


ANGLE 


garage for its 
shoppers, I couldn’t help but 
pull out an old Joni Mitchell 
LP (yes, I own a Joni Mitchell 
album. I was young and ideal- 
istic and trying to be sensitive 
so girls would like me): 

“Don’t it always seem to 
go/That you don’t know 
what you’ve got ‘til it’s 
gone?/They paved paradise 
to put up a parking lot.” 

Convinced that there were 
thousands of bowling fans 
out there with the same 
cliche running through then- 
heads, I headed to 88th 
Street to do a story about 
people so committed to sav- 
ing Mark Lanes from demo- 
lition that they laid their very 
bodies in front of the bull- 
dozers to protect their 
beloved alley. 

This is not that story. 

Fact is, when I got to 
Mark Lanes, I could find no 
evidence that anyone was 
even upset about Century 
21 ’s plans for a four-story, 
metal-covered lot. A family 
bowling next to me hadn’t 
heard and didn’t really take 


their bowling seriously 
enough to care. And the 
aforementioned sourpuss 
who rang up my game 
played Sphinx. 

“Don’t know anything 
about it,” she said. 

(The good news? I 
bowled the best game of my 
life, knocking down at least 
nine pins on the first ball in 
every single frame for a total 
of 158. Tear this place 
down? They should be 
forced to register it as an of- 
ficial city landmark!) 

I did a little more digging 
(and also returned to my nor- 
mal 120 form) and discovered 
that there was no outrage be- 
cause Bay Ridge officials ac- 
tually want the Mark Lanes to 
be flattened. After all, Century 
21 consumes parking spaces 
like Idi Amin once consumed 
his people. 

“I like bowling, but the 
community would be very fa- 
vorable to having a new park- 
ing lot,” said Steve Harrison, 
chairman of the Community 
Board 10 zoning and land-use 


bowling strikes out 



committee. “They’re talking 
about 280 spaces. I say wow. 
That’s a real win for Bay 
Ridge.” 

W ould he be saying 
that if Century 21 
wanted to pave 
over a baseball diamond? Of 
course not. But that just 
shows how the mighty — in 
this case, bowling — have 
fallen. You youngsters may 
not even know it, but for a 
brief, shining moment in the 
1960s, bowling was more 
popular than Jesus. 

At its peak in 1962, there 
were 11,476 bowling alleys 


nationwide with 163,323 
lanes of fun. Today, there are 
only 5,811 alleys with 
119,815 lanes. 

Brooklyn has just 157 of 
those lanes — and even few- 
er if the Maple Lanes in 
Dyker Heights also closes, 
which has been widely antic- 

Frankly, the fourth-largest 
city in America is simply a 
national bowling disgrace. 

“That’s shockingly few 
lanes,” said Bob Johnson, 
the international editor of the 
highly respected magazine, 
Bowlers Journal Internation- 


al. “But the loss of lanes is a 
trend all over the country. 
Any place where real-estate 
values are an issue, bowling 
alleys are closing.” 

“And those multi-level 
parking lots,” he added omi- 
nously, “they do bring in a 
lot of revenue.” 

Bowling alleys, alas, do 
not. In several visits to Mark 
Lanes, I found it difficult to 
interview people. No, not be- 
cause my notebook was so 
covered in tears about the 
imminent demise, but be- 
cause there wasn’t anyone 
there to interview. 


And it’s only going to get 
worse. “We’ve found that 
when a bowling alley closes, 
some league bowlers go 
somewhere else, but 50 per- 
cent of the customers just 
stop bowling,” Johnson said. 

But isn’t bowling sup- 
posed to just be there, an 
ever-present element in our 
lives, like network anchor- 
men or a good steak, some- 
thing immune to the vagaries 
of fads, trends and fashion 
(well, certainly fashion, if 
Earl Anthony’s wardrobe is 
any barometer)? 

But that was when bowl- 
ing was the King of Sports. 
Now, there are so many 
ways for people to spend 
their recreation dollar. Whet- 
her they’re playing Grand 
Theft Auto, watching Emeril 
add salt and say “Bam!” on 
the Food Channel while 
TiVO-ing the “Trading 
Spaces” marathon, or down- 
loading pom, people are just 
too busy to bowl. 

Will bowling make a come- 
back? Do pigeons eat gar- 
bage? 

“Bowling has proven to 
be very cyclical,” Johnson 
said. “At the Journal, we 
think bowling is about to en- 
ter an upswing, thanks to in- 
novations like bowling 
lounges, which are basically 
bars with bowling.” 

To paraphrase Homer 
Simpson, “Mmmm, bars 
with bowling.” 


New Year’s Babies Parade 

It's a time-honored newspaper tradition — to photograph the first baby born in the new year. But we at The Brooklyn Papers wanted to go a bit further, letting the four "New 
Year's Babies" in our coverage area fight it out for our readers' affections. Here's how this year's crop shapes up. 



Vanessa Nicole Vinanzaca 

Unnamed girl 

BABY 

Unnamed boy 

Unnamed girl 

3:46 am 

5:31 am* 

TIME OF BIRTH 

12:29 am 

3:29 am 

Lutheran Medical Center, 
Sunset Park 

New York Methodist Hospital, 
Park Slope 

HOSPITAL 

Long Island College Hospital, 
Cobble Hill 

Maimonides Medical Center, 
Borough Park 

5 pounds, 13 ounces 

7 pounds, 10 ounces 

WEIGHT 

8 pounds, 8 ounces 

6 pounds, 10 ounces 

Hilda Lliguichuzhca 

Tomasa Howard 

MOM 

Hindy Krausz 

Name not given 

Happy, despite sedation 

Extremely subdued 

MOM'S HOSPITAL 
DEMEANOR 

Bubbly and surprisingly 
well-rested 

Mother chose not to be pho- 
tographed. Father was proud 
and happy, though. 

Very memorable name 

The girl is Howard's first daughter 
after three sons. 

* Not the first baby born this year at 
Methodist. Actual parents of the 
"New Year's baby" did not consent to 
be photographed. 

INTANGIBLES 

The boy, who will not be named 
until after his bris, is Krausz's first. 

This is the third daughter for the 
Srour family. 


BROOKLYN 

BRIEFS m 


Keep your ‘park’ 
thoughts brief 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Want to put in one last 
word on the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park? Make sure to speak 
quickly or write in simple 
sentences because the devel- 
opment’s planners won’t have 
much time for close reading. 

The state agency overseeing 
the proposed $ 150-miUion 
commercial, recreational and 
residential development has 
given itself just over 12 hours 
between the close of the “pub- 
lic comment period” on Jan. 17 
at 5 pm and a scheduled vote 
to approve the plan’s environ- 
mental impact statement 

The plan for a two-mile wa- 
terfront development remains 
controversial because it in- 
cludes luxury condos, a hotel, 
restaurants and shops that 
would subsidize park area. 

Yet despite the controver- 
sy, two weeks into the public 
comment period, the Empire 
State Development Corpora- 
tion has received a whopping 
zero comments. The empty 
mailbags surprise those who 
remember the public com- 
ment period for the draft EIS 
this fall. The ESDC received 


everything from alternative 
plans to emotional handwrit- 
ten critiques of a proposed 
30-story apartment building 
to a professional study done 
by a Manhattan environmen- 
tal engineering firm. 

That comment period led 
to a revised plan that offers 
alternative schemes for the 
430-unit apartment building 
at the development’s Atlantic 
Avenue entrance. 

Critics of the plan view the 
current public comment peri- 
od and vote the next workday 
as a final nail in the coffin. 

“You could call it a ‘public 
comment fraud,”’ said Roy 
Sloane of the Cobble Hill As- 
sociation. “They’ve already 
read all our criticisms and re- 
sponded with all the superfi- 
cial changes they could.” 

The ESDC expects that let- 
ters will trail in before the close 
of the period, but declined to 
comment on how those letters 
could influence a process that 
will end the next day. 

“We will insure that all com- 
ments are taken into considera- 
tion before the vote,” said Deb- 
orah Wetzel. — Ariella Cohen 


Mulching with the mayor 


The Brooklyn Papers 

So what if the City Coun- 
cil didn’t pick Brooklyn in 
the race for Speaker (see 
article below) — the mayor 
picked the borough of dead 
Christmas trees to kick off 
Mulchfest 2006. 

This week, Mayor Bloom- 
berg came to Prospect Park for 
the ceremonial start of the 10th 
annual tree grinding season. 

And the fir was flying. 

Bloomberg urged New York- 
ers to drop off their trees at 
mulching sites throughout the 
five boroughs on Saturday, Jan. 
7, and Sunday, Jan. 8. Readers 
of The Brooklyn Papers have 
these options: 

Prospect Park, Third Street at 
Prospect Park West. 

Green-Wood Cemetery, 500 
25th St. 

Carroll Park, Carroll and 
Smith streets. 

Amazing Garden, Carroll and 
Columbia streets. 

Cobble Hill Park, Congress 
and Clinton streets. 

Von King Park, Lafayette 
Street and Marcy Avenue. 

Redhook KAN Garden, King 
and Van Brunt streets. 

Only Prospect Park, Green- 
Wood Cemetery and Cobble 
Hill Park will have wood chip- 
pers churning your spent tree 
into mulch for your garden. 

If you can’t schlep your free, 
the Department of Sanitation 
will recycle it for you, provided 
you put it on the street between 
now and Saturday, Jan. 14 — 
and all the tinsel is off. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 



Mayor Bloomberg mulches in Prospect Park. 


For Speaker, Quinn’s in, DeBlasio’s out 


The Brooklyn Papers 

City Councilmember Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) was elected this week as 
Speaker, the second-most-powerful job in 
city government. 

The election of Quinn, the first woman 
and first openly gay person to head the City 
Council, had been assured over the weekend 
when her six challengers dropped out after 
she had secured enough votes to win. Coun- 
cilmember Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope) had 


once been seen as a front-runner, but gave up 
the campaign after Brooklyn Democratic 
leader Vito Lopez threw his support — and 
the handful of Councilmembers he controls 

Wednesday’s election was unanimous, 50- 
0, with Councilman Charles Barron (D-Flat- 
bush) protesting the backroom dealing that 
undermine the Speaker-selection process. 

Term limits forced out her predecessor, 
Gifford Miller. — Kuntzman 
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AGENTS 

Happy and Healthy New Year to all our friends and neighbors! 


H BROOKLYN 

CnrnGrstBEiE 

REALTY 

93 Pineapple Walk, Brooklyn Heights, NY 

www.brooklyncornerstone.com • (718) 797-4066 


APARTMENTS 



| For Rent / Brooklyn 


1 

For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 



NO brokers fee. 


Call (718) 750-8508 


Crown Heights 

Eastern Pkwy. Newly renovated 3BR 

req. Credit check, job check and 
references required. $1250 rented by 

owner ' P ( 9i - 7)^41-3533 A29 03 


401 Schenectady Ave. 

Beautiful 1 & 2 B/R apts. avail for 

in your new home. One month's 
free rent. Call Rose at (516) 487- 
6790 x233 or see super on 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 


For Rent / Brooklyn II For Rent / Brooklyn 


DUMBO/BKLYN HEIGHTS 

Elegant/ upscale pro office space 

ence room, reception area, phone & 
DSL. $900 per month. 

Call 718-877-1420 B46 


7,500 SQ. FT. 
COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT!!! 

Contact Charles at (718) 745-5792 Ext. 14 


CO-OPS /CONDOS 


Affordable Luxury 

Parkville Promenade Condominium 
@ 702 Ocean Parkway 



15 Luxury Condominiums Tastefully Finished 

Custom kitchens with granite counter tops and stainless steel 
appliances, marble baths, hardwood flooring, terraces, video 
intercom, roof-top access & more! Prime location, 
close to shopping & transportation. Just minutes to Manhattan. 
Tax Abated- 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom units starting in the low $500's 


OPEN HOUSE Every Sunday from 1-4 

or call for a private viewing 



(718) 645-1665 

www.ParkvillePromenade.com 


1 For Sale / Brooklyn 1 


For Sale / Brooklyn 

BAY RIDGE 

Exclusive. Once in a lifetime opportuni- 
building on Shore Road. Spectacular 

the line amenities. Large 2 BR, 2 bath 
w/large terrace and private parking. 
Asking low 900s. Call for more details. 

Madison Estates • (718) 645-1665 

Gravesend 

the amenities imaginable including many 
units with private terraces. Prices range 
from approximately $400,000 to $1 ,200,000. 

Cobble Heights Realty 
206 Court St. • (718) 596-3333 

Psrk Slope South 


NEW CONDOS 


Full Classifieds 

Own-A-Home Realty 


Now Online at 

718-370-8800 


( Teboklyn 

www.2U23condo.com 


> - apers com 


HOUSES 



For Sale / Brooklyn 


Dyker Heights 



(718) 855-4111 


Mortgages 


SEBY INC. MORTGAGES 




Call (718) 371-5921 


Registered Mortgage Broker - NYS Banking Dept. 
Loans Arranged through Third Party Provider 



EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted 


SECURITY 

BUILDING TEAMS IN: 

LOSS PREVENTION 
MANAGEMENT 

From operational accountability and 
shrink prevention to monitoring 
usage of Electronic Article 
Surveillance systems, Loss 
Prevention Mangers are responsible 
for buidling a team of investigators 
dedicated to protecting the assets 
of the company. Join uour team in a 
behind-the-scenes role and help us 
continue to Build Something. 

To apply for full-time Loss Prevention 
Management positions, please visit 
careers.homedepot.com or apply at 

positions may vary by store. Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Bilingual can- 

THE HOME DEPOT W01 


Help Wanted 


FT/PT Pharmacy 
Tech needed 

We will train. Flex hours. ESi-lin- 
gual preferred. Park Slope 

area (718) 493-4199 


Help Wanted PT 


PT Flex Hours 

Brooklyn Plumbing & A/C 
Contractor seeks enthusiastic well 
spoken, go getter to call & send out 
introductory material for Company 
Executive. $12 per hr. Call Ken at 
284-1945 after 10am. Am 

P/T Weekend Shift 
Watchman 
for Brooklyn Marina 
(718) 372-5700 



For further information, call: Lorraine Ferretti at 1-800-543-9217. 
Nobody in the world sells more real estate than RE^VUSK 


WALL STREET/ 
BROKER TRAINEES 


Prestigious Wall Street Firm is seeking 
Brokers/Trainees. Will sponsor for series 7 & 63. 


Contact Lisa at 212-425-2670 ext 153 

or email 

Lcastronovo@elam.com 


Join The Paper Team 

Current openings in all departments 


SALES 


Outside Sales 

As an outside sales rep, you'll work in Brooklyn's prime 
neighborhoods, selling ad space and helping your 
community's merchants thrive. Candidates should be 
great communicators, enthusiastic, self motivated, and 
enjoy working outdoors. Competitive compensation 
package includes salary, commission and target bonus- 
es. Our newspapers are market leaders, and our sales 
reps have realized high earnings. 

Tele-Sales 

As an inside sales rep, you'll be selling ads by phone to 
business owners, health care and legal professionals 
and home improvement contractors. Candidates 
should have excellent phone manner, enthusiasm, self 
motivation and enjoy learning and working with a 
team. Salary, commission, target bonuses. Full time or 
part-time. Full-time benefits include health, dental and 
vacation. Our classified section is hot and our reps have 
achieved high earnings. We're the only New York 
newspaper with a full-color home improvement classi- 
fied section. 



I want to hear you on the phone! 

Call Celia and leave a message about yourself 

(71 8) 834-9350 ext 204 jobs@brooklynpapers.com 



^ACCOUNTANTS 
& TAX SERVICES 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 



71 8-788-391 3 B29 37 


Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Income Taxes 
Document Preparation 

Bensonhurst Office 

A. DiMartino, Accountant 

(718)372-4730 W51 


^SERVICES & 
MERCHANDISE 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


$1,000 GIFT 
Donate a Car 

Any condition 
IRS Deduction 
Free Same-Day Pick Up 

KIDS IN CRISIS 

888-532-9332 

Se Habla Espanol 


Magic Auto 
Sounds & Security 


Nav Systems, Mobil TV, VCR, etc. 

2 LOCATIONS: 

(718) 296-8040 Ozone Park 
(718) 805-7508 Richmond Hill 


Computers 


Global Network 
Solutions 

www.gnetsol.net 917-204-9011 
MCSE/CNE/CCNA/CCSE CERTIFIED 

Repair/Upgrade Computers 


ork Setup/Cable Wiring / 


catch 

coldp 

Call the TECH VET! 

House Calls • Pick Up • Drop Off 
Cleanup / Backup* 

‘original software required 

646-932-3744 

PC & MAC Specialist UFN 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 


email: info@drdata.com 

http://www.drdata.com 


Decorating/Gift Wrap 


Gift Wrapping & Holiday 
Decorating Needs 

Indoor / Outoor. Exceptional 
Service at Great Price. Call Giselle. 

(718) 421-5604 
Cell (646) 400-7311 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


718-768-3804 



Merchandise For Sale 


Gifts For All Occasions 

10% off Candles, Lamps, Collectables, 
Home & Garden Decor, Aromather- 
apy, Sculptures, outdoor water fountains. 
All orders shipped within 48 hours. 

(917) 656-6246 

www.bsgiftshop.com 


set, $1200. Call (718) 259- 


Merchandise Wanted 


ML. Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Immigration Physicals 


Christ will return soon 
EXCELSIOR MEDICAL GROUP 

Jean Robert Romulus, MD 
Civil Surgeon 
Providing complete physical 
examinations for immigrants 
Mon-Fri: 9am-7pm; Sat: 9am-5pm 
EXCELSIOR MEDICAL GROUP 
1428 Flatbush Ave. 

(bet. Farragut Rd & Glenwood Rd) 

Brooklyn, NY 11210/(718) 434-2900 

But thou, Bethelem Ephratah through thou Be little among the thousand, of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall be come forth unite Me that is to be Ruler in 
Israel, Whose going forth has been from Old to Everlasting - Micah 5:2 


To advertise in The Brooklyn Papers 
please call (718) 834-9350 


ATTORNEYS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Are you 



FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 


111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 

45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 

Real Estate • Wills • Trusts 



www.lewishand.com 


Accidents 

FREE CONSULTATION 
Personal Attention to 
your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train 

• Trips & Falls 

■ Construction Accidents 

• Wrongful Death 

• Building / Stairs 

• Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Truck Accidents 


Arthur Unterman 
(718) 643-4000 

26 Court St., #1806 
Brooklyn, NY 


718-858-2525 


EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 


Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 


(718) 858-4250 
"We fight hard for you!" 


DIVORCE 

Act fast & protect yourself! 
Be the first to file 
- Middle income prices - 

Peter J. Mollo, Esq. 
266 Smith Street, Bklyn 

718-858-3401 


REAL ESTATE 

ATTORNEY 


Hugo Salazar 

Attorney at Law 



Over 10 Years Handling 
Real Estate Closings 


(718) 230-1234 

261 4th Ave. in Park Slope 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 

General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 


Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 

45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 

Real Estate • Wills • Trusts 
Estates • Litigation • IP 

www.lewishand.com W51 










































January 6, 2006 


The Brooklyn Papers • wvwv.BrooklynPapers.com • To Advertise Call (718) 834-9350 


BWN 13 



^HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 



AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 


Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 1 1 21 7 

TEL (71 8) 596-2379 

FAX (71 8) 596-2579 
EMAILfelix63@aol.com 


Bathrooms & Kitchens 


ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! 
OR 

Let us put a brand new tub 
and wail over your old. 

Premier Baths, Inc. 

(866) 399-TUBS 


Triple "S" Decor 
& Installation Inc. 

• Vertical Blinds • Wood Blinds 
• Mini Blinds • Pleated Shades etc. 

Ask for Lester 

SHOP AT HOME 


- Cabinet Fair - 


241 37th St. (across Costco 
(718) 369-1402 
www.cabinetfair.com 




Unique Chimney & 
Fireplace Repairs 

emoval smoke/draft/pipe replacements. Any 
inish, size, style, design or color. Resid. & 
:omm. HIC#1 192041. Insured. 

(347) 218-2796 


Cleaning Svc Avail 


•^furplju'fi iJLti&sIf 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


cleaningworks! 


REASONABLE RATES/DEPENDABLE SERVICE 

call leslie (718) 680-6887 

references available 


Platinum 
Cleaning Services 


Residential / Commercial. Please 
call Marilyn or Letta. 

(646) 453-6345 or (718) 484-7489 


Architectural Design 
Interior Renovations 

Commercial 
Residential 

Custom Renovation 
Specialist 
& Bonded 
#0836623 
Fully Insured 

HLEVEL one 

CONSTRUCTION CORP 

1 (917) 847-8307 



KNOCKOQT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 
Lie#: 1065708 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 

Specializing in all phases 

OF INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HIC1099974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 

AE3/7/1 1/29-49 


& 


BERGEL DESIGN 
BUILDERS CORP. 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 
imes • Electrical • Sheetrock 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


. Chris Mullins 

■ General Contracting 


DECKS 

by Bart vf' 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


ALECTRA INC. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


PT Installations 
O@ll0 Electrical Contractor 

Licensed & Insured/ Residential-Commercial 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 

First time customers get 25% off with 


P f- P ELECTRICAL 
tut CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 
j gi|^ = COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL 

No Job Too Small 
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718) 966-4801 B2911 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


Exterminators 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT 
CONTROL SPECIALISTS 

Residential • Commercial 

"Safest Methods Used" 

USA EXTERMINATORS 

718-832-0900 

A Service Company , 

You Can Depend On 

$ 1 0 Off Any Service 
W ith This Ad 


l HANDYMAN 
*AT YOUR SERVICE! 


Interior/Exterior Painting • Sheet Rock Work 
Tub Reglazing • Windows/Window Repair 
Fences • Roofing/Shingles • Floor Sanding 
Siding • Vinyl Siding • Awnings • A/C Installation 
Muminum Work • Gutters/Leaders • Bathrooms 
Renovations of Kitchens • Finished Basements 


YOUR SATISFACTION IS MY GOAL • COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL 
All Work Guaranteed • No Job Too Big or Too Small • Free I 

Luis 917-642-7379 

ALL TYPES OF HANDYMAN WORK 


jL NO HEAT... NO PROBLEM 

We ’ll Start Your Boiler 

• Thermostats • Circulator Pumps 

• flquastats • Pilot or Electronic 

• Zone Valves Ignition etc. 

Boilers & Water Heaters Sales & Installations 

Ron: 917-578-8490 /Joseph: 718-382-7648 



Floor Maintenance 


SUPREME FLOORING 


-ree estimates. Call toll free. Ask for Sam. 

1 (877) 499-2500 aio 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

requbed^instahed f &°refinished 
Large selection of lamette flooring. 
Fully Guaranteed. 7 Days Service. 


BILL'S FLOORS 

WOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST 


FREE ESTIMATES 


E & S Professional 
Wood Care 


Gardening 


- Prepare your Garden 
- 1 for Next Season! 

Garden Service 
Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Fall Maintenance - Cleanup 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


jeffrey landscape 

* * Designs Bold r 

design 5 install 

unique outdoor living spaces 

to enhance your home 


718.237.9064 

www.jeffreylandscape.com 


Handyman 

ill kinds of home repairs. No job's 
do small. Eves & weekends O.K. Call 
Hr. Handyman. FREE ESTIMATES. 

(917) 951-6639 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


FOR YOUR ELECTIRCAL 
INSTALLATION & REPAIR 

mostat problems, doorbells, 
minorboiler repair, light plumbing. 
Free estimates. Call Ken. (917) 
892-1025. B4g 


Jim A/C & Heating 

24/7 Service 

* Plumbing, Heating gt A/C Repair 

Heating or A/C Tune up 
70+ parts includes: 

* All work guaranteed 

Jim (718) 661-1853 B50 


E & S Heating 
and Air Conditioning 


JOSEPH PRESTIA 

Heating & Mechanical 


(718) 382-7648 
1 (91 7) 796-0063 

HIC LIC#802801 


Home Improvement 


S&D 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Sheetrock, Taping, Int/Ext Painting 
w/paper, wood floors, decks, fin base- 

tom made kitchens cabinets, vanity & 
more. No Job too small. Clean work. 
Lic& Insured #11H7276. 

718-998-1110 


mil 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks * Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


A4cu. 


intaln mtven 

"athletic guys moving 
everything on short notice" 
DOT # T-12094 • Local/Long Distance 

718-544-1973 




We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

in Binding Estimates Available. 

All furniture 


Cor 

carry building ii 
padded Free. Courteous, reliable 
service. Weekends avail., packing 
supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 




Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 



Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

generations. For lowest rates and 
ving. Experienced 

St. DOT#: 

718-763-1435 


BKNY Trucking 

Local & Long Distance 
All your moving needs 
Free Estimates 
Courteous, Reliable Service 

Call Howard: (718) 216-7850 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


[rcFl Finishing Touch 

0^ PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 


Call (718) 332-7041 


0 


Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces ■ Paperhangint 
FREE ESTIMATES / FULLY INSURED 

www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


s lj ns mine 
PAINTING 
CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
lnt./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 
Call Anton 

toll free 866-748-6990 

B.B.B. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


(P 

-La 


rofessionaf 
ainting 


Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 


Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Professional 

Painting; 


Brooklyn Heights. Call Danko. 

(973) 723-5179 


AMERICAN 

pauntung:; 


718-439-7309 


Quality 

Piaster! ng/Pai nti ng 

For all your plastering 
8c painting needs. 
Interior/Exterior. Free Estimates 

Call Conrad 

(917) 723-1052 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• in Plumbing 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


RENOVATIONS 

Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Basements & Attics 
Complete Renovations 
& Extentions 

Days (646) 824-6998 
Eves (718) 493-3140 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 
18th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 


ell (646) 824-1378 


A at 


ATTENTION 
HOMEOWNERS! 

iky Roof? 

Need A Flat Roof? 
•Szt/h.. Don't Get Burned. 
Do It The SAFE "Cool" Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

1 -718-238-9433 


of a 1,000 sq.ft, or more 

Shingle Roofs Also Installec 
NYC DCA# 1133009 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps L- 

(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call; 718-893-4006 



JC TREE SERVICE 

Tree Removal Pruning 
Stump Grinding Toppings 
Free Load of Wood Chips 
No Job Too Big or Too Small 
Senior Discount Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

718-896-2158 917-721-5356 

Ask for Juan 


Roofing || Rubbish Removal 


BENSON HOME IMPROVEMENT AND ROOFING 

13 Year Guarantee 

Residential i Commercial • Fully Insured, Free Estimates 


ALLIANCE TRI-STATE 
CONSTR & ROOFING 

Roof Replcmts/Repairs, 
Wtrproofing, Gutters/Ldrs 

Fast & Reliable Svce 

INSURED • LlOtl 195501 

(718) 556-9700 
(347) 723-4336 


Rubbish Removal 


DJ Rubbish 

Removal Services 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 

• Basements • Brownstones 

• Yards, Construction Debris 
• Constainer Service Available 
A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST 

(718) 493 2605 • (347) 739-0463 
Fully licensed & insured / All major credit cards 


ADAX 

WASTE REMOVAL SERVICES 


917-533-8306 


AAA PLUS SERVICES INC. 

- Spring Cleaning Special - 


rn & Renovation Debris 


• Friendl^Unifonned 1 Drivers 


CELL 917-416-8322 

.ic: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
i year with The Brooklyn Papers 


Call (718) 871-0997 


John 

Costelloe 


Tiles for Sale 

We have a full line of porcelain 
ceramic, marble, granite, etc. 
for sale at competitive prices! 

(718) 771-0258 


4j| Sunshine 

j Land & Tree, Inc. 

Tree Removal and Pruning 
Land clearing, stumps ground 
Licensed & Insured HO# 

718-627-1014/516-546-5447 


Upholstery 


) ' 


Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Woodworking 


z^TZ/ 


e-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with 
removers and finishes. Careful consid- 
erate workmanship since 1959. Call the 
P ark cVlope stripping /Tam 

@ 718 783-4112. 


Get Results! 

Advertise in Brooklyn's 
Only FULL COLOR 
Home Improvement Section 

Call (718) 834-9350 
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January 7, 2006 


Resolve to: 



start saving money 


get home in time for dinner 




eat, ummm, better 



no initiation See! 
lowest rates in 10 years! 


get yourself in the gym 


Sports & Fitness 

1/ ENTIRES 


Park Slope 330 Flatbush Ave. • 7 18.783.5152 
Fort Greene 691 Fulton St. • 718.797.9464 




